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A.F.A. MARCH IN 
BETHNAL GREEN! 


^ Lead banner on the3,300 
strong march through Bethnal 




SMASH 

FIGHT RACISM 

FASCISM ; 


•a sssertlon of communal 
solidarity in response to the 
BNP striking a territorial claim 
In a working class area. An 
area. Tower Hamlats, that has 
the highest ratio of race 
attacks la the country and 
where Richard Edmonds Is 
standing as a candidate in 
the general election. The BNP 
secured 2S\ of the white 
working class vote here In th# 
local elections last May. 

It was this defensive dimension 
that the speaker from Red 
action emphasised when she 
addressed the crowd la the 
pre-march rally. 

■ Maay oa the left would have 
as believe that race attacks 
aad the rise of fascism la not 




Oa the llth November lamambraeoe Day, Aati-Faeeiot 
Actioa. abaadoaed the traditional coefroetatioa with the 
National Proof at the Coootaph la Victoria aad laataed 
organised the biggest anti-fascist demonstration throegh 
Bethnal Grace since the 1939a. 


Bethnal Green, la Bast Loadon 
has been known as the 
spiritual home of the far right 
since Moseley's blackshirts 
built a base there In the 30's. 
The area around Brick Lane in 
Bethnal Green was also the 
scene for violent 

confrontations between the 
National Front and the Antl- 
Natl league la the late 70's. 

Appropriately than this march 
started from Gardeners Corner 
where the anti-fascists 
sssembled In 1836 for what 
was to become known as "The 
Battle of Cable Street* asactly 
fifty years ago. 

Veterans of Cable Street have 


also been regular supporters at 
AFA events In the area since 
AFA responded to the 
challenge of the neo-nail 
British National Party to make 
Tower Hamlets *a national 
priority”. 

At a public meeting in 
Whitechapel in November 1990 
a speaker from Red Action 
outlined AFA's strategy In the 
area for the coming year. ”We 
mutt set our own agenda..... 
by wrestling the Initiative 
from the fascists and race 
attackers..... challenging them 
on their own doorstep and in 
the process cutting off their 
supply line of recruits at 
source..— confront their paper 


10,000 AT 

UNITY CARNIVAL 


The biggest anti-fascist event 
for 13 years took placa on a 
tunny Sunday In September 
when 10,000 people gathered 
on Hackney Downs for the 
Unity Carnival. Not since the 
Antl-Nasl league/Rock Against 
Racism Carnivals of the late 
'70s had this many paople 
turned out under the banner of 
anti-fascism. 

Successful 'chart* bands lika 
Soho and Gary Clall't On U 
Sound Systam playad alongslda 
up and coming talent of bands 
like The 23th of May and Fire 
Thirty,, while reggae, latin and 
African sounds got the crowd 
dancing around the smaller 
stage. There was plenty for 
kids to do, the beer tent ran 
dry, the food stalls made a 
bomb, and 60 trade union and 
political groups promoted 
alternatives to the reactionary 
arguments of the fascists. 


The organisers - Anti-Fascist 
Action (AFA) and Cable Street 
Beat (CSB) - are well aware 
that organising a successful 
carnival will not stop racist 
atucks or the growth in 
support for the fascists. We 
used the carnival firstly to 
highlight those Issues and then, 
having attracted an audience 
of 10,000, to encourage them 
to get Involved with the more 
'political' activities we had 
organised In the weeks 
following the Carnival:- a rally 
In the Bast End (with 
discussion workshops and 
speakers), a demonstration 
against the fascist paper sale 
in Brick Lane, and the 
National demonstration Against 
Race Attacks through the Bast 
End In November. These 


(continued on page 2) 


sales, put pressure on those 
that provide them with 
facilities: harass their leading 
activists and thoroughly erode 
the sense of security that 
allows them to act freely ' 
without sanction or 
restraint..... We must attempt 
to polarise the whole of the 
working class, Asian, Black and 
White on the central issues of 
race, class. Justice and 
equality. To first identify and 
then Isolate the fascists and 
their fellow travellers, we 
must divide and sub-divide 
again until only two visible 
political camps are left-one 
racist/fascist and the other 
anti-racist and anti-faactst”. 

This march then was a fitting 
culmination to a yeara work in 
which through a variety of 
tactics the fascists hava been 
forced out of various drinking 
haunts in Bethnal Green Road, 
have seen their paper sale 
under constant threat, were 
forced to witness Impotently 
as a 10,000 strong 'Unity 
Carnival against racist attacks' 
was held in nearby Hackney, 
and as well as that had over 
10,000 anti-fascist leaflets 
distributed on streets and 
working class estates In 
•their* area. 

As the hugely confident, 
belligerent crowd wound its 
way down the Bathnal Green 
Road, occasionally chanting 
"Where the fucking hell are 
you? You're meant to be at 
hornet* It had become apparent 
that If the BNP or local 
racists intended to counter 

demonstrate they would 

undoubtedly be dwarfed by this 
huge demonstration of defiance 
In solidarity with the many 
local victims of race attacks. 
Sections of the local 
population normally partisan 

and spontaneously vocal on 
such occasions remained 
conspicuously mute as the 
march passed. 

Despite the BNP playing 

truant, the march through 

aggressive In tone and content, 
had a dafensiva dimension, as 


beach of Isolated fanatics". 
Well, we aey to them, tear 
yoeraelvea away from the 
eal varsity campuses for a 
momeat ead loek at reality aa 
we ess It! 

We challenge them to go 
Into the white working class 
estates In Tower Hamlets 
and secure 25% of the vote 
as the BNP did last May. 
We challenge them to go 
to Bermondsey and mobilise 
an entire estate of people 
as the BNP did in August. 
We challenge them to go 
to Asian families living 
under a curfew on estates 
In Stepney and convince 
them that race attacks 
are not a problem and finally 
we challenge them to stand 
120 candidates in the nest 
General election as the 
"Isolated fanatics" of the 
BNP and NF have pledged 
to do In 1992. 

Others will tell you that state 
racism Is the real problem, 
that aatl-faaclam la nothing 
bet a cowardly dtveraioe, bet 
we have eever said It Is a 
case of either or. They will 
also aaaare yoe that though 
fascism Is a problem In 
France. sad Germany, and 
Poland, aad la Aastria, aed la 
Swttaorlaad, aad la Swedes, 
aad la Yugoslavia, aad la Italy, 
aad la Spain—it will sever 
happen here. This mark yoe. la 
a coeatry with aa estimated 
79.M9 race attacks s year aad 
rising. However la a way I 
seppeee they have a point. It 
Is sot the far right thats the 
problem. Its the far left thats 
the problem. The left has lost 
tou ch w ith reality sad 

coestltoescy.it Is totally devoid 
of credibility amoag working 
class yoeth White, Blech aad 
Asian. The left is sees by 
them to lack Integrity, stamina 

for the soft option. They have 
so respect for as because we 
have lost respect for oerselvea. 



BNP LEADER 
AMBUSHED! 


Following a highly seoceasfel 
demonstration by APA oa the 
21th October agalast BNP aad 
NF paper sellers la Brick La as, 
which attracted over three 
hundred Anti-Paeciata; Richard 
Bdmoods the defecto leader of 
the BNP was ambushed seer 
Kings Cross. 

Bdmoods, who had apparently 
dropped some of bis colleagues 
at the railway station, and 
may have been cruising the 
area oa the look out for 
Individual anti-fascists 

returning from the 

demonstration. He was 
rataraiag with s companion to 
the van parked la York Way 
when he was confronted. 

Recovering from his seprtse, he 
noised the female faeclst neat 
to him. and attempted to use 
her as a shield screeching 
"Don't hit the womaal" 
According to aa eye-witness, 
the attackers appeared 
momeetartly eoo-pleased, until 
a woman stepped lorward Irom 
the groap aed 'felled' the 
'human shield' with a single 
blow. Almost Instantly 
Bdmoods himself collapsed 
under a bail of blows. 
(Incidentally Bdmoods pulled a 
similar s.uat outside Conway 
Hall la 1BR9, though this time 
BNP editor the weedy John 
Morse, was the sacrificial 
victim, ta a free tic end vela 


attempt by Bdmoeds to save 
hla own skin.) 

Though both received almost 
lastaat medical attaatloa 
"from a passing doctor" 
according to the Jewish 
Chronicle, both sebeoqoeatly 
went to hospitaL Whoa the 
police arrived, the other 
occupants of the van. eight 
members of the BNP, who 
though within sight of the 
tacldeat did not manage to 
respond uatil the aati-faseists 
had withdraws from the area, 
wore then duly arrested! This 
was as e result of two cut¬ 
throat rssors being found by 
police oa the (toot of the van. 

Bdmoods carraatly oa separate 
charges for affray ead 
possession of a machete (I) 
was released from a police 
station la City Road with only 
a caution. He was described by 
a passer-by as "looking as if 
he had been hit by a bos". 

Throughout the 80s I hr 
rat Ire arm within a five 
mile radius of Kings Cross 
In particular, has developed 
a notorious reputation akin 
to "The Bermuda Triangle" 
among fascists. Unwary 
right-wingers, oblivious to 
the dangers have disappeared 
within Its boendarteo, end 
as a result of the experience 
forever lost to the cause 
fracc i 
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back page 
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BROTHERS FROM ANOTHER PLANET! 


After t be debacle of 

Thamesmead where the 

opposition to a provocative 
Brit tab National Party (BNP) 
march was led by the nose 
through the back streets of a 
housing estate away from the 
fascists, came the Brunswick 
Park bye-electlon In South 
London. Those responsible for 
the Thsmesmead betrayal again 
became Involved In a sarins of 
stunts around South London. 
Their Ineptitude knows no 
bounds and their motives 
appear dubious to say the 
least. 


The most recent esample of 
this was on Saturday 24th 
August till. An anti-racist 
march called by National Black 
Caucus and supported by the 
Society of Black Lawyers, 
wandered Its way from 
Peckbam through Camberwell 
along the Old Kent Road and 
Into Southwark Park, 
Bermondsey. The march 
attracted soma 2S0 people to 
It. No reel effort was put Into 
building for a large, principled 
opposition to either the racists 
and/or the fascists who have 
been operating In South 
London. The largest group 
operating, effectively, in this 
field Is Anti-Fascist Action, 
who wore neither Informed of 
the march aor lavited to say 
planning meetings. Juitapoeed 
to the esclusion of APA is the 
Invitation to the police, an 
invitation accepted, to attend 
the steward's meetlngl These 
decisions aloes defy all logic! 

Red Action Is an Integral part 
of Anti-Fascist Action and 
would have argued against 
having such an event at that 
time. Despite this position 
APA decided that It should 
have a presence on the march 
In order to have an Influence 
on any future activities 
hatched up by the in¬ 
competents of Natlonsl Black 
Caucus. In ths event the AFA 
contingent was the largest to 
attend. All the rumours of 
various groups being politicised 
and turning up en masse to 
support the Initiative turned 
out to be the predictable hot 
air that National Black caucus 
seem to specialise In. The 
demonstrators were the same 
ragbag of lefties who always 
seem to attend any 
demonstration In order to 
tempt some unsuspecting 
innocent Into purchasing their 
propaganda, and even worse, 
suffer their recruitment 
tactics. There were very few 
members of local communities 
present. This was a direct 
result of the lack of planning, 
lack of publicity and lack of 
vision that had typified the 
(dls)organisatlon of this 
demonstration. 

As the march progressed, there 
were constant rumours about 
groups of fascists and racists 
wsltlng on the Old Kent Road. 
They always seemed to be 
esaggersted, and the stewards 
either contributed to them or 
Ignored them, being happy to 
let the march stretch over a 
length that far eseneded the 
numbers on It. 

As we turned Into the estates 
It was Immediately apparent 


BERMONDSEY-POST MORTEM 


that the rumours were not 
exaggerated, they were groaaly 
inadequate In describing both 
the number and the quality of 
people opposing the march. 
The streets were alive with 
people and groups of up to IB 
voicing their very militant 
opposition to the march. As If 
that were not enough, as the 
march reached the estates 
surrounding Southwark Perk, It 
was confronted with complete 
estates out on their balconies 
and their streets, complete 
with Union Jack flags, shouting 
abuse at the Invaders of their 
estate. 

As the march started to enter 
the park further progress was 
prevented by a wave of some 
300 racists storming across the 
park towards us. This was bed, 
but not as bad as a further 
two waves of about the same 
numbers storming across the 
perk to join their compatriots. 
Fortunately, they did not 
attack the march. However, 
there is no doubt that the vast 
majority of the demonstrators 
were both unwilling and unable 
to defend themselves. As the 
threat became more apparent 
the march stewards formed up 
holding hands with their backs 


it would be repeated before 
the end of the year. The only 
success that could be 
envisaged at this stage was 
getting out of the area safely. 
There Is no realistic analysts 
that can support the statement 
that the march was a 
complete and abject failure. 
Surveying the local streets and 
shopping areas In the afternoon 
and evening reinforce that 
view. Aslan and Black 
shopkeepers were seen In their 
shops with the shutters palled 
down and looking out Into the 
srea where they live and work 
la fear of the consequences of 
this adventure. These fears 
were realised as the day 
progressed and the Black and 
Asian working class residents 
and workers In the area 
suffered physical and verbal 
abuse to themselves, their 
cars, their shops, their homes 
and their bodies. This while 
the black middle class 
leadership scuttled beck to 
their comfortable areas. 
Instead of uniting the residents 
around the class, they were 
spilt on the basis of colour. 

What was the reaction of the 
press to the demonstration? 


the position of the SWP is 
really to take the socialist 
struggle to the labour 
eiovement and Inspire the 
working class then we can only 
assume that the day's events 
can at best be described as 
the portent of a major 
disaster. 

British Nationalist, the BNP 
paper, offered the view that It 
was a victory for them and 
for the working clesa of 
Bermondsey. In this analysis 
they are half correct; It was a 
victory for the BNP, but It 
was a clear defeat for the 
working class. A defeat they 
suffered at tho hands of the 
march organising committee. 

Red Actioa has no Illusions 
about the eveats of 24th 
August • It was a major 
disaster, it has set beck work 
we have been dolag with AFA 
in South London appreciably. 
We reeUse that to be 
successful, any demonstration 
has to Involve the local 
community both In the event 
Itself and In Its organisational 
stages. This was never done, 
no attempt was made to 
contact community groups, 
labour movement, political 


their streets. The BNP are 
truthfully able to say that 
they chivvied a ragbag march 
along the streets of South 
London, confined to a dismal 
corner of a park, contained 
until they got bored, end then 
pushed It out of the area. 

The concept of the march 
would be described as correct 
If it were to go through 

working class areas and 
working class estates with a 
message to unite the class. 
However, as with many things, 
the practice needs a little 
more thought, a Uttle more 
planning and a lot more than 
merely announcing a demon¬ 
stration, publishing a route and 
strolling along on the march. 

To effectively combat racism 

and/or fascism, a full 
campaign mast be launched. 
Not Isolated, possibly well 
latentloned events. Red 

Action's position In AFA has 
always been to argue against 
tha publicity stunts of 
'gesture' politics. A solitary 
msrch cannot be described as 
a cempeiga; if appropriate it 
can be the prelude to a 

campaign. If this was the case, 
no campaign was Intimated 



to the racists end faced the 
demonstrators - see no evil 
and their Is no evil! 

The organisers then began 
demanding that the police 
arrest the racists from the 
park, claiming that the police 
had reneged on their promises 
to them. How can they 
seriously expect those that 
they purport to oppose to 
either make promises In good 
(alth or to honour those 
promises once things begin to 
go wrong? Particularly when it 
Is remembered that the most 
consistent chant on the march 
was, 'Who are the racists? • 
The police are the racists!' 
Yet another example that 
National Black Caucus exist on 
another planet separate from 
the rest of us. 

The extra terrestrial influence 
was again displayed when It 
was announced, from the roof 
of a mlnl-bus whilst we were 
still under siege, that the 


For the most part they found 
It Inexplicable and chose to 
Ignore it. Those that men¬ 
tioned it, In contrast to 
normal practice, over 
estimated the number of anti¬ 
racists. and In keeping with 
normal practice, minimised the 
threat posed by the racists. 

The local papers opened their 
letter columns to the people 
of Bermondsey, and moot 
writers expressed views In 
support of the counter demon¬ 
stration and against the antics 
of those who called tho march. 

die SWP In a paragraph hidden 
away in their paper offered 
the opinion that It was a 
minor defeat. How minor can 
we get? Anti-racists have the 
opportunity to work for as 
long as they need, because 
they set the timetable, to 
mobilise 300, and the fascists 
of the BNP can work for days 
to mobilise a whole working 
class estate to their side. If 


groups, workers, or residents 
of Bermondsey. The result was 
the debacle that the march 
turned out to be. 

The BNP are not so naive as 
groups not actively Involved In 
the anti-fascist struggle, like 
the NBC. SWP etc. would 
believe. The BNP produced 
propaganda that alerted local 
people and called on them to 
'protect Bermondsey against 
Invasion 1 . They did not, in the 
lead up to the day, play the 
race card - they had no need 
to. The unsubtle propaganda of 
the NBC already Identified all 
white people In the area as 
racist and as supporters of the 
race attackers. The BNP had 
no need of adding anything 
more to their message until 
the march started. Then they 
held all the cards and were 
able to pull support to them 
as the controllers of the 
streets and the group that 
empowered workers enabling 
them to exercise Influence on 


prior to the march, nor to the 
participants on the day, nor 
hat one emerged In the weeks 
following the march. A sure 
set of signs that no campaign 
exists, ever existed or was 
ever planaed. If there Is no 
planned campaign, what then, 
are the motives for the 
march? 

It it that they knew of the 
likely response? A charitable 
view would be that they had 
taken heed of our position. 
The position that despite the 
relatively low number of 
active fascists, their potential 
It enormous. Perhapr the 
strategy was to lift the stone 
and look at the maggots. If so, 
no thought was given to the 
consequences, and no thought 
was given to the number of 
maggots exposed, nor that the 
maggots might decide occupy 
two stones now that they had 
been disturbed. If this is truly 
the reason, then It smacks of 
the revolutionary tourist 


faction of political activity - 
untenable and Indefeasible. 

Were the motives morn 
sinister? Rumours abound that 
NBC and the Society of Black 
Lawyers are kaea to increase 
their statu funding. Clearly, to 
do this they need to be visible 
and to have a high profile. 

Numerous activities In the 
public eye suit this strategy, 
while the more arduous 
planning and street level work 
have too low a visibility to 
attract funds. 

Or, more likely, were the 
motives political naivety? 
Perhaps the middle class 
leadership of the NBC and SBL 
do not know how working class 
estates operate. Perhaps they 
did not know that the 
particular estates were 
predominantly white and racist 
with an historical connection 
to the far right. It Is 
abundantly clear that these 
people do not recognise 
fascists. They still live In the 
late 1170s and early '00s 
where it was far easier to say 
that ail fascists are skinheads 
and all skinheads are fascists. 
At that time It was far easier 
to take that view. Although 
not a totally accurate view, It 
was a reasonable pointer. 
Nowadays however. It Is 
inaccurate and dangerous to 
make those assumptions. The 
BNP, the NF and the British 
Movement includes a 
significant number of 
skinheads. This was a major 
victory In the late '70s to rob 
rascist parties of the way in 
to working class youth by 
adopting skinhead clothing, hair 
styles etc. by anti-racist skins. 
The organisers and stewards 
were visibly shocked that the 
opponents were casuals and 
numerous when we first 
entered the estate, and 
completely non-plussed that a 
number of AFA supporters 
were skinheads. 

Regardless of the motives 
behind the schemes of groups 
like the NBC. It is clear that 
they do not have either the 
political analysis, the base In 
the community or the will¬ 
ingness to develop a base 
through grass roots work. 
After August 24th, AFA 
representatives were Invited to 
a number of local meetings to 
debate the merits of snother 
similar msrch through the 
same area. Fortunately AFA 
has more credibility and more 
logic than the adventurers who 
want a repeat showing, and we 
were able to Isolate the 
supporters of a follow-up 
msrch. Our view is that no 
more events should be 
attempted without first doing 
grass roots work on the local 
estates and streets, and 
without Involving a wide 
section of the community In 
building for it. Anti-Fascist 
Action are active in South 
London and are prepared to 
assist with building a campaign 
with raallstic and achievable 
objectives. If the lessons of 
Bermondsey are learned and 
translated into a workable 
strategy, then Red Action 
would show support and 
encourage people to attend. 


10,000 AT 
UNITY CARNIVAL 

(continued from front page) 


activities, combined with our 
ongoing propaganda work in 
the area. Including mass 
leafletting of estates and 
educational work In local 
schools, are the sort of 

activities that have already 
challenged the fascists In East 
London, and can start to 

Isolate them. 

AFA argues that Bast London 
Is a classic example of a run 
down working class srea that 
should In theory be a 

stronghold of the left. In 
reality, It Is ths fascist BNP 
that are picking up the 


disillusioned white working 
class vote, as shown by the 
25\ of the white vote they 
won in St Peter's ward, 
Bethnal Green, In August 1290. 
It 1s also no coincidence that 
Tower Hamlets has the highest 
incidence of racist attacks in 
the country. AFA Is a united 
front against fascism. Wo see 
our job as contesting any 
working class area where the 
fascists have some Influence, 
Isolating them and creating the 
space for progressive working 
class organisations to operate. 
We are not fighting fascism 
just to maintain the 'status 


quo 1 : we are fighting for the 
Interests of the working class. 

However, AFA cannot sub¬ 
stitute Itself for a 'political 
party'. Being a united front 
means there are many 
different Ideas and organ¬ 
isations Involved, but we can 
unite In action to fight 
fascism both physically and 
Ideologically. While we aim 
most of our propaganda at he 
potential recruits of fascism. 
In this case the white working 
class, not he victims who are 
mainly Aslan. We understand 
the obvious suspicion the 
communities under attack have 
of predominantly white 
organisations • having been 
exploited and betrayed by so 
many. AFA's campaign Isn't a 
six month recruiting job. it is 
here to stay, and that 


consistency and resolve will 
eventually overcome the 
suspicions of these groups who 
can then make AFA their own. 

The recent gains the fascists 
have made internationally, 
especially In Germany, as well 
as at home, shows there Is no 
room for complacency. In 
particular, the success the BNP 
had In mobilising nearly 1,000 
people to attack an anti-racist 
march In Bermondsey, South 
London, shows the extent of 
their potential support. The NF 
have said that they will stand 
00 candidates In the general 
election and the BNP are 
currently considering It. This 
will mean that they both get 
TV broadcasts. With the 
economy In decline and the 
race card already being played 
by the Tories (Illegal 


Immigrants), these are 
dangerous times. 

Unity Carnival played an 
important part in building the 
flghtbeck against the growth 
of racism and fascism. It 
gained considerable publicity 
for AFA on TV, radio and in 
the papers as wall as the 
40,000 thousand leaflets and 
6,000 posters we distributed 
ourselves. By appealing to 
sponsorship to trade unions, 
political groups, MPs and anti¬ 
racist bodies, we raised 
militant anti-fascist arguments 
with a large number of people. 
While we were very pleased on 
the whole with the level and 
range of sponsorship, it has to 
be noted that the two largest 
organisations on the 'loft' 
(SWP, Militant) refused to 
back it or cover it In any 
way. 


The Carnival also gave anti- 
fascism a positive and popular 
profile (good, (tee enter¬ 
tainment with a message) and 
provided a 'bridge' between 
thousands of working class 
people and organised political 
opposition to fascism. 
Unfortunately, It Is a fact that 
you would not attract 10,000 
people (black and white, young 
and old, male and female, 
straight and gay) to attend a 
rally or meeting. By getting 
them to the Carnival, we had 
the opportunity, through our 
speakers, exhibitions and 
literature, to get our message 
across. That Is why nest year, 
we will be organising another 
Unity Cnrnlval and will be 
working hard to make the 
necessary improvements to 
make it oven bigger and 
better. 








BERMONDSEY 

NO COVER UP 


Dear Red Action rarely venturing into the real 

world, it would appear that 
Ever ilnce the barricades of some of these people view the 
the International Brigade In antifascist struggle as 'a nice 
thirties Spain 'They shall not little number 1 , on which they 
pass' has been the rallying call can develop their own careers 
of antifascists everywhere: and pursue their own narrow 
whatever the costs fascism interests. There is nothing nice 
will not prevail. On Saturday about antifascism, it is a 

22nd August 19B1 the tradition sjolent. frightening and often 
was reversed. a march isolating struggle. against 
organised by several black forces who have vast resources 
groups (purporting, in some 0 n a global scale, 
cases, to represent national 

hlack opinion), was prevented |, does not threaten black 
from finishing, the object of people alone, and by accepting 
the march had boon to prove t h fl fascist agenda and 

that there wore no 'no-go' reducing the issue to anti- 
areas for black people, the racism the mobilising potential 
consequence has been to w „ hlB anti-fascism has bean 
create a no-go area where undermined and the Issues at 
previously the opposition had (t ake confused. Such an 
only dreamt of having one. I attitude has enabled Edmonds, 
am not exaggerating, on that Tyndall and the odious vermin 
afternoon, the BNP and all that wallow in their excrement 
those families and fighters who to seise the initiative. Every 
came out to support them said person I have spoken to since 
'you cannot come In here and the day (Including the 

leave safely on your own,' and organisers) were shocked by 
they were right. It is ironic the numbers that came out In 
that a group of people who aupport of the BNP, more 
have spent such a time voicing shocking is the indifference 
criticisms of the Metropolitan displayed by those who never 
Police's attitude towards black came out to oppose them, 
people should place the lives Bermondsey will become a 
and safety of black people In symbol for the BNP and other 
their hands. Let there be no nail groups, it will motivate 
cover up, all who were there, them to achieve the same in 
both them and us, saw that other areas with a similar 
without police protection we reputation and social profile 
were dead meat. Not only (the Sllkwood Estate In 
were we heavily outnumbered, particular and Bermondsey in 
but also outmanoeuvred (thr general have ancient 

site of the end rally was reputations as 'rough' areas), 
occupied by a very handy firm By attaching such Important 
of racists) and outclassed, sounding names to the march, 
Many will disagree with this the image now is that black 
conclusion, some from an people are completely 
honest misunderstanding and/or unorganised and apathetic, 
Ignorance of the context, without 'backativc' that Is 
others for more sinister without the ability to back up 
reasons. their words when It comes to 

the bottom line. Politics, at 
It is acknowledged that 'race' the end of the day, Is 
and all Issues It encompasses Inherently coercive, If you 
has becomo an industry, and don't have a coercive ability, 
like all Industries at present if you cannot portray a 
the recession Is having an credible ability to project 
impact. Unlike other Industries force, whether you are a state 
the race Industry is dependant or a political party, then you 
wholly upon local and central are weak. The consequence 
government handouts, thus then of tho August 22nd 
those who gain positions within event was to portray a weak 
it are answerable and anti-fascist front, at a time 

responsible not to black people *hen all over Europe the 
but to the funding body. In the j orc „ 0 j lascism are gaining 
GLC boom time many were strength, 
able to obtain grants and 
consolidate their positions, p, \ 
voicing cliched phrases but &, ut h London 


CRITIQUE 

Dear Comrades 

Thanks for the copy of "The 
making of Red Action!" I 
found It very Interesting 
reading as did a few friends of 
nine. I have photocopied a 
few copies of it and handed 
them around which provoked 
great interest as it 
contradicted the Imege that 
Red Action has even amongst 
the sympathetic. You can also 
send me ten copies of each 


Issue which I will get rid of 
easily. 

I don't want to become a full 
member because I've made the 
mistake of blindly Joining an 
organisation on the strength of 
a few pamphlets etc before. 
But also because I feel uneasy 
about Red Action's policy 
concerning the Republican 
struggle in the six counties. 
Apart from the cowardice on 
my part in making void my 
support for the IRA (even the 
most radical and die hard 


members of the locel Class 
War group shuddered at the 
thought of putting up "For the 
IRA against the common 
enemy" stickers ia Plymouth). 
Your attitude to comrades who 
disagree with this policy 
worries me. I fall to see how 
disagreement or agreements is 
the mark which divides 
revolutionaries from lefties. I 
can see a case for that on a 
theoretical level le: lacking in 
the analytical skills needed to 
be a revolutionary but that 
can't be the only measure by 
which we Judge people. 

It strikes me as rather 
dogmatic to quote with 
approval Trotsky's Idea of 
"branded with infamy if not a 
bullet". A complete dismissal 
of alternative viewpoints on 
this subject Is I) a trait of 
modern day Trotskyism and 
lilnot conductive to open and 
honost debate which you so 
rightly point out is essential 
for the revolutionary 
movement. 

1 have Just read the article 

'The Bolshevik Experiment* In 
the latest issue which was 
obviously relevant to the point 
I raised In my last letter. I 
thought it was well informed 
and interesting. I think my 
problem has been with the 
lack of a 'Revolutionary 
Marxist' critique of Bolshevism 
(as opposed to 'Marxists' like 
the SPGB and the 

Eurocommunists). I only had 
access to emotive Anarchist 
critiques which repelled me 
with their mixture of 

ignorance, hatred of 
personalities and morallsm. 
Although no doubt instinctively 
right It seems to me that 
most anarchists convinced 
themselves that the Bolsheviks 
were complete bastards first 

and then created an analysis 
from therel This has, up to 
now kept me inside the 
Trotskyist movement. 

Yours fraternally 
i. B 

Greenbank 

Plymouth 

BRILLIANT 

Dear Red Action 
Plrst off. I'd like to say I 
agree with you lot about your 
attitude towards the Socialist 
" Workers" Party. The SWP 
was the first political 
organisation I ever got 
Involved with, and frankly, I 
hated It. A bunch of middle 
class student wankers 
pretending to be working class 
for a couple of years before 
they are done at Uni by taking 
orders from a bunch of rich 
academics Is not my Idea of 
fun or a revolutionary 
organisation. 

I remember being at one 
meeting that Duncan liallas 
was speaking down to us at, 
telling us how we should be 
organising In Scotland. Anyhow, 
all the SWP'ers talked about 
him in a way that'd make you 
think he was the neit Lenin or 
something. He was boring! 

Anyway I left the SWP feeling 
very pissed off; disillusioned 
and even embarrassed that I'd 
ever bolleved In that crap. 

However I do owe the SWP 
one thing. Through the force- 
feeding of Lenin and Trotsky I 
came to the conclusion that 
Bolshevism doesn't work. 

'State and Revolution' seemed 
alright, but, as yourselves 
acknowledge, all the 
"Libertarian" elements were 
soon dropped once old Vladimir 
lllylch and co were In power. 
The pamphlet that really 
pissed me off was, I think, 
"The immediate tasks of the 
Soviet Govt". Lets face it, It 
might be a cliche, but power 
does corrupt - especially if its 
put Into the hands of a few 
self-proclaimed "leaders". You 
don't have to look at the 
Soviet Union to see that* Just 
look at the history of our own 
"vanguards" past and present 
(eg: WRP. SWP, Militant, RCP 
etc, otc, the list sadly is 
endless). 

I'm definitely not going to 


lump Red Action In with that 
motley crue, and I think that, 
from what I've read In RA 
what you're doing by re¬ 
examining Lealn(lsm), the role 
of the party, vanguardism etc. 
is brilliant and there is no war 
I will say that your way is 
definitely wrong and the Class 
War Feds way Is absolutely 
right, 'cos basically, I don't 
know - only time and 
revolution will tell. 

Taka Care 
James 

GalaahtHs. 

Scotland 

COMRADES 

Dear Comrades 

I am an active supporter of 
the Maoist Revolutionary 
Vanguard. However, in recent 
months I have become 
increasingly concerned by the 
fascist graffiti which is 
starting to appear in my area 
and on picking up your paper 
on a recent trip to Ireland 1 
found some inspiration. Our 
movement. The RV as yot is in I 
Its formative stago and so Is 
not yet capable of 
counteracting the fascist 
threat. So far our paper Red 
Rebel can only come out five 
times a year. 

Therefore, If you send me 
around ten Red Actions, I 
should be able to sell some for 
you in my araa. When it 
comes to fascist scum, Im sure 
you'll agree, it is the duty of 
every true leftist to do what 
Is necessary to curb their 
advance. When It comes to 
fighting fascists we are all 
comrades In arms. Red Action 
appears to be the group best 
qualified to do the Job at the 
moment. 

Fraternally yours 

A Robertson 
New Elgin 
Scotland 

No-Nonsense 

To: Red Action 

I've been reading your paper 
for the past few months and 
I'm glad I've been able to 
discover an organisation that I 
can relate to, with a good "no 
nonsense" stance instead of 
the usual pathetic dithering 
from the rest of the left. 
Recently, here in Liverpool, 
there has been renewed action 
from BNP scum to get a group 
set up, and Judging from the 
stickers and posters appearing 
round (with a new Liverpool 
address) they seem to have 
succeeded, and at the moment 
Anti-Fascist-Action are trying 
to get information on the 
fascists. 

Anyway, I'd really appreciate 
it If you could send me some 
Red Action stickers etc; to 
help cover up some of the shit 
that's been appearing on local 
walls from the BNP, and Just 
to stick up anywhere else to 
get Red Action ideas across. I 
look forward to hearing from 
you soon! 

Best Wishes 
S.O'H. 

Liverpool 

INSTIGATORS 

Dear Red Action 
My friend and I were spurred 
into contacting you by a well 
placed sticker on a billboard 
outside our local shop. 

We both attend a council run 
comprehensive school of which 
the teaching Is of a poor 
quality and the pass marks of 
a bad standard. We are very 
politically aware and have 
gone some way into forming a 
small group of 'instigators' 
who share similar socialist 
views. 

We also share similar views on 
racism having both recently 
partaken In an Anti-NF rally 
In which both of us received 
cautions from the police (or 
getting 'carried away'. I am 
originally from Newcastle, you 
will be suprlsed to hear from 
the infamous Meadowell 


Estato. 

We would be very pleased if 
you could send us. In a letter 
some Information about your 
Red Action group. 

Awaiting your reply 
B. McKoown D. Webster 
Darlington 

ACTION 

Dear Rod Action 
My 


Temnrcen Rustern, I am an 
English Turk, I am seventeen 
and live in Hackney. I want to 
do something In the fight 
against fascism and the BNP. I 
saw a sticker of yours 
recently, so Im writing to you 
hoping you're serious. Dear 
Red Action. I want lor* 
ACTION 

Yours In the fight against 

fascism 

Lawrence 


name Is Lawrence 

POLITICS NOT JUSTICE 


Dear Red Action 

I've been following the cate of 
Sir Allan Graen the disgraced 
heed of the D.P.P. | look 
deeply Into this and I see It as 
• set up U> remove him from 
office, het the man that has 
referred such notorious cases 
back to appeal aa the 
Guildford Four, Birmingham 
Six, Bridgewater Pour, and the 
more recent Instance with 
political overtones, the Winston 
Silcott case. Top policemen 
are facing criminal charges 
after ESDA testa were given 
to show that comment* were 
added to records of Interviews 
after the event. 

Sir Allan Green had been to a 
dinner with legal colleagues 
that evening, no doubt their 
food was excellent. Then he 
moved on to a meeting with 
the inner temple. The highest 
brotherhood circle In the land. 
I think Sir Allan's Immediate 
future was decided at this 
meeting unknown to himself. 

Prom the Inner temple meeting 
he made his way to back 
street Kings Cross. En route 
he stopped to buy three Kit 
Kats (published Dally Express). 
A man that* Just eaten 
excellent food buying three Kit 
Katslfl A heroin user may well 
tell you he bought them for 
hts prostitute to chase heroin 
upon. How many prostitutes 
use heroin? Sir Allan was 
obviously a sieese fetishist; he 
could have sampled the finest 
In the land! 

When he was approached by 
the police woman and asked 
for his particulars, he was 
pleading not to be arrested. 
(What did he have on him!) 
Then three faceless men 
appear to take over the scene, 
taking the police woman to 
one aide, and then taking her 
back to her police office for a 
talk. No doubt to brief her on 
what's she's to say. Allan 
Green was allowed to get 
away, no charge. 

The nest we the gullible public 
beer. Is of Sir Allan Green's 
reputation being destroyed, 
after he was observed 
soliciting a woman for 
prostitution by police. Sir 
Allan Green immediately 
resigned. Then all of his 
colleagues and associates cry 
his attributes as a good 
honourable man, a sad end to 
a distinguished career. The 
doctors give him an out, 
suggesting the recent 
bereavement of his father had 
caused him to suffer post 
traumatic stress disorder with 
lots of concentration and 
pressure in work. Even when 
Lord Denning the Master of 
the Rolls said "Good enough 
for him, ho was an rat!" the 
public would take that to 
mean Lord Denning meant In 
the context that he'd brought 
the law into disorder and let 
the team down! How quick 
they are to forget Lord 
Dennings comment In the press 


not so long ago!, "What ir a 
few innocent people remain in 
custody, if it saves the 
credibility of our good nitce 
force!" This comment of 
Lord Dennlngt true f ngs. 
In my view Lord Dunning 
called him a rat, because of 
the cases Sir Allan Green has 
refered to appeal and the 
consequences of hts doing so. 
Even though Sir Allan had no 
option duo to ovidence such as 
the ESDA results had shown. 
No doubt Lord Denning would 
have suppressed this and left 
the people concerned 
imprisoned to rot! 

Sir Allen Green could have 
told the police woman he was 
seeking directions, who he was 
etc: and driven off. (As did 
Timothy Parkin when he was 
caught In Lends recently, only 
he was charged found guilty 
and lost his appeal. (Wonder 
what he did!) However the 
faceless men took over, 
showod Sir Allan a list, 
containing times, dates, names 
and places when he'd Indulged 
In prostitutes In the past. He 
had no argument, no option 
but to resign. He was told 
that he would suffer a 
character assassination, which 
would be put down as due to 
post traumatic stress disorder, 
suffered after recent family 
bereavement. The public would 
swallow that and you'll still 
have your pension. He duly 
resigned and left Britain lor 
his villa abroad. The faceless 
men having done their Job 
thoroughly and removod the 
non-conformist from the elite 
temple brethren. He will no 
doubt be replaced by a yes 
man, who will do what he's 
ordered by the faceless men 
that make their rules and play 
them their way, regardless ol 
anything one can prove. 

I personally believe that I'm 
up againat the same faceless 
men. My solicitor sits upon an 
Instance of irrefutable perjury 
while taking a back seat to a 
rough Justice enquiry. Why? 
when this is clearly a legal 
matter. He's had over f. 19,000 
of money donated by family 
and associates and givon us 
nothing to show for it! I 
wonder has he boen told by 
the faceless men that no 
matter what this case must bo 
suppressed for politics! 

reasons! Am I one of the few 

Lord Denning refers to. and 
prefers to soe languish In 
prison regardless of innocence! 
I am beginning to think that 
this is so. 

Publish this letter in your 

magaslne, lets hear it, we 
know what they've done to 
you Sir Allan! Credit where 
it's due, he went against a 

system that decides yes or no, 
no matter what! 

Kevin Whitehead 

HMP Frankland 
Flnchdale Avenue 
Brasslde 
Durham 



TROTSKY-THE 


Staliaiam la dead. Trotskyism 
haa flourished for many run 
la (to dead aoil of Slaliaiam 
aa its radical offspring - 
galtiac strength la proportion 
aa the political 'glaauwr' of 
the Sot lot Uslon and ita 
aataUlta systems faded. Tat 
the aiaaaar of the aaddaa 
daath o( the Stalialat regimes 
preaoau Trotskyism I tael I with 
a Ufa or daath crisis. 

The dilemma tha Trotskyite 
and nao-rrotikylte partlea face 
la blindingly obvioua. II the 
Eastern bloc regimes, really 
were (degenerate or deformed) 
workers' stataa ai oppoaed to 
reglmea con-trolled by a 
bureaucratic claaa dominating 
and exploiting the workera, 
then the aoclal and political 
movementa which hare aeon 
their ororthrow during the laat 
two yoara are counter¬ 
revolutionary. The analyala 
muat hold that claaa-conacloua 
workera In theae countrlea 
ahould have taken to the 
barrlcadea In defence of 
'their' atate apparatua and Ita 
'historically progreaalve' 

(unction. They haven't. In 
fact, the only dlaturbance In 
the atreeta hat been the nolae 
of concrete itatuea of Lenin 
craahlng to the ground. Under 
a tyttem where mlnera have to 
rlak their livelihoods and 

liberty to go on atrlke lor 
toap, thia ahould not come at 
a great turprise. But In 
Trotakylte circlet, the oppoalte 
la true. 

It la of courte, neceaaary to 
be clear what la intended by 
the term, "workera* atate" or 
'dictatorahlp of the 
proletariat'. It doea not 

signify, aa Mart hlmaelf waa 
very clear, a socialist or 
communlat society, |.e. one 
where goods are distributed 
according to need and the 
apparatus of state coercion hat 
disappeared. On the the 

contrary, Mars Is emphatic 
that a state la some form will 
continue to eilst (or some 
considerable period after a 
successful workers' revolution. 
It Is rather the cate that the 
bourgeois atate will disappear, 
with Its legislative and 
niecutive Institutions and ita 
'bodlea of armed men' 
replaced by entirely new 
proletarian forma which Mars 
recognised In hla lifetime In 
the organisation of the Paris 
commune of 1871. Importantly, 
he recognlaed the Paris 
Commune aa 'the dictatorship 
of the proletariat' without the 
statiflcatlon or elimination of 
private property in the means 
of production. During the 
relatively short life of the 
Commune, the working masses 
did not collectivise or 
redistribute private property. 
Nor did the Bolshevik party on 
assuming power In 1917 
Immediately nationalise 

property though at that time 
It certainly fulfilled the 
criteria set out by Mara for a 
workers' state. The essential 
factor la compelling 
recognition as a workers' state 
was tba Institution of effective 
mechanisms oi workers' 
control In both the political 
and acooomtc spheres. 

This may seem fairly 
elementary. It makes clear 
that the regime that emerged 
from the Russian Bolshevik 
revolution in 1917 was a 
workers' state. An article In 

Red Action no. 60 'The 

Bolshevik Experiment' 

explained how, by 1921, the 

workers' state had degenerated 
into a form of bureaucratic 
totalitarianism • still a highly 
unpopular view amongst the 
British left. Trotsky himself 
condemned it as 'ultra-left'. It 
Is not suggested that the 

degeneration of the regime 
was Inevitable or even pre¬ 
ordained on an ideological 
level. As Victor Serge 
observed: 


"It Is often said that 'the 
germ of all Stallniam was In 
Bolshevism at its beginning'. 
Well, I have no objection. 
Only. Bolshevism contained 
many other germs - a mass of 
other germs". 

The specific circumstances of 
Russia's situation In the post¬ 
revolutionary period was to 
determine which of these 
'germs' was to develop and 
which were to be stifled. 

The matter Is complicated 
first by those sections on the 
left that attempt to postpone 
the crisis of degeneration to 

the time of the defeat of the 
'United Opposition' sad 

Stalin's programme of agrarian 
collectivisation and forced 
industrialisation In 1926, and 
second, by those who follow 
Trotsky's analysis, developed la 
1936 In 'The Revolution 
Betrayed' according to which, 
despite the horrors of 
Stalinism, Russia never ceased 
to be a ('degenerate') 

workers' state. 

It will be argued that 

Trotsky's own theory and 

practice as developed both In 
his periods In power (1927-23) 
and In opposition within the 
Bolshevik party (1923-6) 
demonstrates his commitment 
to a bureaucratic, centrally 
directed party organisation 
(the Bolshevik party and within 
the Bolshevik party, the 
Polltburo/Central Committee) 
as the Instrument of socialist 
construction and control, la 
addition. It will be argued that 
he systematically neglected 
and eliminated wider 
mechanisms of democratic 
proletarian control. Trotsky's 
defence of the Stalinist regime 
aa a progreaalve wort era' stats 
can therefore be aeea not aa 
aa aberration, or purely 
theoretical 'mistake', bet aa a 

political theory and practice 
developed darlag hla years as a 
bolshevik reactionary. 

Throughout these years, 
Trotsky was In the forefront 
of those within the party 
providing theoretical suppport 
for tho party's monopoly of 
political power. In 1923 he 
wrote, 

"We are the only party in the 
country, and in the period of 
the dictatorship It could not 
be otherwise." 

This monopoly was meant to 
extend for an entire historical 
period. In 1927, he was still 
proclaiming, 

"We will fight with all our 
power against the Idea of two 
parties, because the 

dictatorship of the prolet-arlat 
demands as Its very core a 
single proletarian party." 
lie was clear concerning tha 
Implications for workers' 

control of the 'proletarian' 
vanguard: 

"Many of the speeches (at the 
12th party Congress In 1933) 
made In defence of workers' 
democracy seemed to me 
exaggerated, and to a 

considerable extent dema¬ 
gogic, In view of the 

Incompatibility of a fully 

developed workers' democracy 

with the regime of a 

dictatorship* 

It Is apparent that, for the 
Trotsky of this period, the 
'dictatorship of the 
proletariat' somehow demanded 
the restriction rather thai the 
Implements tioa of workers' 
democracy. In a letter to the 
Central Committee, he explains 
his tactics of the time as 
requiring the stifling of debate 
within the closet of the 
topmost party leaders: 

"I have deliberately avoided 
submitting the struggle within 
the Central Committee to the 
judgment of even a very 
narrow circle of comrades....! 
think la It my duty to make 
the true state of affairs known 
to every party member whom I 
consider to be sufficiently 


prepared, mature, self- 

restrained and consequently 
capable or helping the party 
find a way out of this Impasse 
without factional upheavals." 
The letter was intentionally 
kept secret from party rank 
and file. In Trotsky's 

conception, democracy even 
within the party was In 

practice confined to Its 
topmost ranks. Once Trotsky 
had lost the support of this 
fraction he was Imprisoned by 
his own insistence on the 
banning of factions and 
organised opposition within the 
party. The antithesis to any 
conception of political practice 
based on the elans could hardly 
be more pronounced. 

Furthermore, he directly 
supported the dilution of the 
revolutionary and proletarian 
core of the party through the 
'Lenin Levy' of 1924 In which 
the party structurs was thrown 
wide open to bourgeois and 
technical careerists in-creaslag 
membership by over 50%. In 
the best Stalinist fashion, he 
praised the Levy as a 
strengthening of the party's 
proletarian base: 

"This Is the best way for the 
fundamental ravolutloa-ary 
class In our country to show 
its will, this vote Is a reliable, 
sure and unerring verification". 
He paid tribute to the working 
class which, 

"at a certain stage of Its 
development has shown In a 
particularly Impressive way 
how It views the balance sheet 
of the party's work over many 
years". 

There Is really no difference 
between Stalinist rhetoric of 
this type, and tha real thing 
as uttered by Stalin himself 
who claimed that the Levy 
was, 

"evidence of the party's 
profound democracy...lt Is 
actually the elected organ of 
the working clans." 

This Is Identical to the 
tributes paid by the masses to 
right-wing authoritarian 

regimes which allow a 
subjected population to express 
Its approval through carefully 
staged plebiscites In place of 
consistently democratic 

mechanisms. Far from being an 
extension of democracy, or 
even a recog-nltlon of the 
desirability of a true and 
consistent workers' democracy, 
the Lenin Levy and Trotsky's 
praise of its principles, 
represents an emasculation of 
the proletariat. In place of 
rank and file debate and 
control, the workers are 
presented with a 'balance 
sheet' of party achievements 
under the direction of an Inner 
party Central Committee, and 
asked In demagogic fashion, to 
show 'approval'. The party 
apparatus then decides that 
the workers' approval has duly 
been given. In fact, the new 
Influx decisively strengthened 
Stalin's hand against Trotsky 
himself within the party, 
leading Trotsky (once againl) 

In 1936 to declare that the 
Lenin Levy "dealt a death blow 
to the party." 

In the programme of the 1927 
United Opposition however, he 
acknowledged the true 
condition of the 'party of the 
proletariat: 

"The number of factory 
workers in the leading sections 
of the party is next to 
nothing. In the regional 
committees It la 13\: in the 
county committees, from 10\ 
to 16\" 

The class compoeltloa of the 
'party of the proletariat' waa 
therefore not proletarian! 
Naturally, this did not mean 
that the party could or ahould 
operate la total Isolation from 
the social forces they claimed 
to represent. The bereseeracy 
could be divided against Itself 
la ways that reflected wider 
•octal pressures (as la the 


the ^Ihirtlae^ad '"agate te 
recast events). Trotsky 

•Certain mass moods which 
have eo chaaoe of being at all 
accurately represented through 
the mass organ-Isa tlows, trades 
Batons or party, make their 
way through to upper party 
circles by ohecare aad 
roundabout moeas»the position 
takes by tha upper circlet la 
Laalagrad (Zinoviev's power 
base) la a boroaecratlcally 
distorted esproaatoa felt by the 
meat advaoeed section of the 
proletariat." 

This Is the soope aad astaat 
of "workers' democracy" 
wtthia the system that Trotsky 
aa mack as aayoaa. had 
designed aad legitimated. 

Trotsky's political practice In 

this period confirm his 
commitment to the direction 
of socialist construction 
through the Initiatives of a 
narrow self-electing party 
directorate In opposition to 
competing aoclal forces, 

fraquantly Including tha 

proletariat Itself. At the llth 
Farty Coegreas In tha aprlng of 
1922. Trotsky himself acted aa 
the counsel for the prosecution 
of the Worker'i Opposition 
which, on behalf of the 

Central Committee he had 

already indicted before the 
party and waa later to Indict 
before the International. At 
the crucial 12th Farty Congress 
of 1923 he failed to make any 
kind of assault against Stalin's 
position on a number of 
questions. Including his role In 
the bureaucratisation of tha 
party - contrary to hla 

agreamant with the dying 
Lenin. Against ■ background of 
profound Industrial unreal and 
discontent with the Bolshevik 
regime, he declared Instead, 
his 'unshaken' solidarity with 
tha Politburo, and threataned, 

"If la tha present mood the 
party warns you emphatically 
about things that seam 
dangeroui to It, the party la 
rignt, even if it exaggerates, 
because what might not appaar 
dangeroui In other 

circumstances must appear 
doubly suspect at present." 

In plain words this meant that 
the Bolshevik party's control 
over the proletariat waa 
threataned and that inner 
party debate should therefore 
be curtailed in favour of unity 
behind the Politburo. 

Even when he argued against 
the excessive bureau- 
cratlaetion of the party and ita 
repression of rank and (lie 
initiative, it la in the form of 
counted agatnxt alliances with 
forces that attempted any 
action other than the reform 
of the bureaucracy from within 
Itself: 

"The escetalve central-nation 
of the apparatua at the 
expense of initiative 
engendered a feeling of 
uneaslneaa M .whlch at the 
extremes of the party, 
assumed an exceedingly morbid 
form and. M tn the appearance 
of Illegal grouping! directed by 
elements undeniably hostile to 
communism." 

These references to 'Illegal 
groupings' and 'hostile 
elemeats' la uncomfortably 
reminiscent of the later 
Stalinist allegations against 
saedry criminal elemeats. 
aabotaers aad apys that ware 
to become sack a 
characteristic of the 
totalitarian regime. Trotsky at 
this juncture. In 1924. also 
refers to the 'danger' of 
bureaucratic degeneration 
within the Bolshevik party and 
asks, 

"...Is the danger of such 
degeneration really great? The 
fact that the party has 
understood or felt this danger 
and has reacted to It so 
energetlcally...bears witness to 
Its profound vitallty..There lies 
the principal guarantee of its 
preservation as a revolutionary 



“Trotskyism was displaying symp 
with that of Stalinism against wt 
by which It was being ground in 


perty." 

The 'energetic raactioe' of the H * P* rilated » n touting this 
party to which Trotsky ao bureaucrB *lc reformist project 
ooaaplaoeeUy refers wee of " correct,B * the party line 
aetaaliy coastitatad by a by strictly Internal means" (a 
meaningless resolution of the project of course broadly 
Caatral Committee! He later Initiated by Lenin) up to at 
ascribes this degeneration to laast 1933, when he at last 
the "moral decay of the wrote of the necessity of, 
uncontrolled apparatus". This "regenerating the regime of 
refuge in the subjective the dictatorship, without a new 

morality rather than the data revolution, with the methods 
composition of the party rank «nd on the road of reform." 
and file Indicate* how profound Trotaky'i strategy is therefore 
was Trotsky's attachment to a Intolerably paradoxical: In the 
programme of Intellectual and face of an oppressive 
moral regeneration of the bureaucracy antagonistic to the 
existing apparatus. interests of a workers' state, 

he explicitly refutes to form 

This position was taken, it Is ” a i“ ,nce w,th ,oclil ,orc « 
necessary to remember. In ou ^ # eha ' bureaucratic class, 
relation to the party led by ,nd ,n refuses even 

the 'Troika' of Stalin, Zinoviev couo ‘«"«nce the formation 
and Kamenev, a party where of a " effect1 ** oppoaltlonal 
election has been replaced by grouping based within the 
a system of bureaucratic p,^t,, bureaucracy Itself. This 
■ppolntment from above and , m ° r * than • »«'*•• of 

where the erosion of the ‘"••PUcable' tactical errors as 

economic position of the ,dduc * d b ? conventional 
working class Is swiftly for Trotsky's career, 

following upon the erosion of Certainly Trotsky on occasion 
workers' democracy and co . ud b * extraordinarily 
control. splnelesx. When Lenln'i famous 

'Testament' attacking Stalin's 
Trotsky made no attempt to ‘he 

mobilise rank and file workers * Tro tsky rallied to 

either within or outside the • de '®"ce: 

party to campaign for Co * rade L * nln h « B ®‘ W« 
significant concessions. In later ,n,r Jeatament'-.all talk with 
reflections on his position , ®* a ‘' 1 *° • concealed or 

during this period, he confirms m “*** Bt ® d 'Testament' Is 
teat, nothing but a despicable lie, 

"During the first ten year* of d ‘/®®‘« d •«“"»» reel will 
Its struggle. the Left °[ Co,n,,de «■•"»» aBd •«f«*nat 
opposition did not abandon the ‘ be P ar *7 crea,ed b 7 him." 
programme oI ideological Tro * ,k 7 ot course, knew this 
conquest of the party for that 10 , ,0,a **? untrue. But any 

of conquest against the party. ana *7 a,a which reits upon the 
Its slogan was: reform, not aub )*® ,,VB character of 
revolution." Trotsky's temperament Is quite 

His faith was In the 'goodwill' *" ad «Qu««e and la obviously 
of Individual bureaucrats within , * , ‘ f ‘ c ‘* d b 7 Identification 
the party hierarchy: the " ,,h Tro ** k 7'* own political 

"present critical period" he ,hBOf 7 ,nd practice. It Is 
wrote, "will teach a good deal bro P* a, 7 explained by 

to the majority of the Trotxky'. own conviction that 
apparatus workers and will get , , ' 1 ® tpoclflc conditions 

them to abandon most of their ,C,B ® Soviet state after 

errors." the civil war, especially the 

Trotsky Is seggeatieg that the failure of the European 
beraeacrats will reform revolutions, that a Stalinist 
themselves after leeralag the bureau-eratic class (headed 
leaaooa created by their ova and controlled by the 
mistakes aad voluatarily biologists of the Bolshevik 
sarreoder their power to the P*rty) offered the only road 
raak and file! forward to socialist 



FALSE PROPHET 


WRITTEN BY F. GORDON 



ptoms of an outlook In harmony 
rhlch It had taken its stand, and 
nto powder.” Victor Serge. 


construction. He did not 
attempt to engineer the 
subordination or the 
bureaucracy to genuine forms 
of proletarian control, but Its 
iatereel reform. The basis of 
his opposition consisted In his 
opposition to the specific 
policies of the Troika and 
later, the Stalin - Bukharin 
ails. The political form of the 
Stalinist dictatorship was 
although 'distorted 1 , the 
correct oee; he wished merely 
to fill this political form with 
Trotskyist programmatic 

coatee t. 

This position reduced him to 
the many ilgiags and 
tnesplicable 'failures' to 
oppose Stalin at specific 
Junctures as well as accounting 
for the unsettling pre-echoes 
of the formulations associated 
with classic Stalinism such as 
the following 'confession* 
addressed to the Party 
Congress In 1924: 

•Comrades, mm of as waata 
to be or can be right against 
the party because the party Is 
the sole historical Instrument 
that the working class 
pos ses se s for the solution of 
Its fundamental tasks~l know 
that no-one can be right 
against the party. It is only 
possible to be right with the 
party asd through It since 
history has not created any 
other way to determlae the 
correct position. We can 
say., whether It la right or 
wroag in say particular, 
specific question at nay 
particular momeat, this is my 
party.' 

The apology for the entire 
subsequent history of the 
Bolshevik party under Stalinism 
Is effectively contained in this 
perspective. The fundamental 
political miscalculation rrom a 
Marxist viewpoint Is Trotsky's 
unqualified subsitutlon of party 
for class In the construction of 
a socialist society. So far from 
supporting the Marxist axiom 
that the emancipation of the 
working class Is essentially and 
in-dispensably an act of self- 
emancipattoe by the class. 
Trotsky is adamant concerning 
the self-sufficient role of the 
party organisation even le 


In the new 'workers' state' group around demands for 
the material as well as the economic planning and restored 
political position of the inner-party democracy. Party 
workers grew steadily worse, and factory cells acclaimed 


self-emancipation of the 
working class, too painful to 
need expanding. 

In fact, there is significant 


As the United Opposition was spokesmen of the group and evidence that the Opposition 


to acknowledge In 1927, were in open revolt against 

"all the data indicates that the leadership. Trotsky refused 
the growth of wages is lagging to sign their Joint document, 
behind the growth of labour He took no part in the public 
productivity. The Intensity of debate. Finally he signed a 
labour Is increasing - the bad document endorsing the 
conditions of labour remain the position of the Polltbureau. In 
“ ma ‘* . response the following year. 

As the level of exploitation Shllapntkov, the former leader 
was Increased so the level of of the Workers' Opposition 
workplace democracy was group argued that Trotsky was 
eroded to extinction. In 1923 unconcerned about *the fate of 
Trotsky declared that: the working clasa" and that, 

The present regime...is much 'there la no reesoe to separate 
further from any worker's Comrade Trotuky Is queetloa of 
democracy than was the policy from other members of 
regime of the fiercest period the Central Committee.* 
of war communism." The Central Committee, that 

The platform of the United ha,d «G nominally by the 
Opposition In 1927 declared. Troika, and in actuality, by 

'The regime within the Sta,,B * 
factories has deteriorated. The After ,lm0,t two years, 1923- 
factory administrative bodies 6 ,n * hich he virtually retired 
are striving more and more to from political work and 
establish their unlimited effectively disbanded the Left 
authority. The hiring and opposition. Trotsky did 

discharge of workers is eventually negotiate an 

actually In the hands of the alliance with the now 
administration alone. Pre- oppositional elements, Zinoviev 
revolutionary relations between and Kamenev, to form the 
supervisors and workers are 'United Opoosition', in April, 
frequently found.” 1926. The United Opposition 

Moreover, it estimated that, w8f « ** f 7 aoon brought to heel 

•In the staff of the elected b 7 ‘be Stalinists and Issued a 
axecutlve bodies of the )olnt statement proclaiming 
industrial unions, the ‘hat, 

percentage of workers from "W» categorically reject the 
the bench and non-party theory and practice of 
militant workers is extremely 'freedom of factions and 
small, 12 - 15V groupings' and recognise that 

As for "the Independent » uch ‘b«ory «"d practice are 
initiative of the mass of contrary to Leninism and the 


small, 12 - 15V 
As for "the independent 
initiative of the mass of 
workers", it, 

"is being replaced by 
agreements between the 
secretary of the party group, 


were In open revolt against •* *•**• time enjoyed a 

the leadership. Trotsky refused considerable amount of 

to sign their Joint document, potential support both within 

He took no part in the public *»d outside the party, 

debate. Finally he signed a According to both Serge and 

document endorsing the Trotsky's biographer, Isaac 

position of the Polltbureau. In Ueutscher, It appears that the 
response the following year. Possibility of organising a 

Shllapntkov, the former leader democratic opposition amongst 

of the Workers' Opposition the Soviet working people (and 

group argued that Trotsky was a * an •laments of the army) 

unconcerned about "the fate of »•* • substantial one. The 

the working class” and that, demoralisation of these forces 

"there Is eo reesoe to asperate b 7 ,he inadequacy of its own 

Comrade Trotsky la qeeetioa of 'leadership' was soon 

policy from other members of completed and the effective 

the Ceetral Committee.' bankruptcy of the TrotskyIte 

The Central Committee, that °PP«*tlon revealed. Speaking 

is, headed nominally by the before the Central Control 

Troika, and in actuality, by Commission in 1927, he argued 

Stalin. that. 

After almost two years. 1925- "** necessary to secure for 

6 In which he virtually retired lhe P ir *7 the possibility of 

from political work and ‘Geological self-crltlclsm w lf 

effectively disbanded the Left **“• *• Gone I am certain that, 

opposition, Trotsky did ln • 7 «er or two, the course 

eventually negotiate an * ha P * rt 7 w ‘“ be rectified." 

alliance with the now ,w,, 7 **• ■«* seplee 

oppositional elements, Zinoviev ,0f " ol P oU “ ca * opposition to 

and Kamenev, to form the ■ totalitarian bureaucracy 

'United Opoosition', in April, W***. aot 

1928. The United Opposition fof ***** workers' set ion, or 

were very soon brought to heel aod file oppoaltloa 

by the Stalinists and issued a *tthla the party to the 

Joint statement proclaiming dictatorship of tba l eade rsh ip, 

that, hat la tke leadership to 

"We categorically reject the ' criticise' Itself I in the words 

theory and practice of °* Victor Serge, this 
'freedom of factions and "petitioning* amounted to no 

groupings' and recognise that more *han "mare child's play', 

such theory and practice are The final capitulation came at 

contrary to Leninism and the lhe 15th Party Congress. The 

decisions of the party.«We call Opposition statement 

tor the Immediate dissolution reveallngly declared that. 


any criticism of the Stalinist 
regime as counter¬ 
revolutionary. would have 
meant confessing that his 
political career since at least 
1121, was fundamentally 
flawed as itself being 
Implicated in the counter¬ 
revolution. As Serge writes of 
his disagreements with Trotsky 
as late as 1939: 

'I was also in disagr meat 
with him on certain Imj .rtant 
isaues In the history of the 
Revolution.: he refused to 
admit that In the terrible 
Kronstadt episode of 1921 the 
responsibilities of the Bolshevik 
Central Committee had been 
simply enormous: that the 
subsequent repression had been 
needlessly barborous; and that 
the establishment of the Cheka 
with Its techniques of secret 
Inquisition had been a grievous 
error on the part of the 
revolutionary leadership, and 
one incompatible with any 
socialist philosophy." 

Serge's conclusion is surely the 
right one: 

•Trotskyism was displaying 
symptoms of as outlook la 
hermoey wltk that of Staliaisra 
against which It had takee Its 
stand, end by which It was 
being ground Into powder—' 

The verdict is inevitable: while 
It la tnse that on a subjective 
aod idealistic level the 
Trotakylta programme of the 
oppoaltloa years repreeoated a 
geaaine programmatic 

alternative to Stallaiam, at the 
level of political practice asd 
hia overall thooretical/practical 


isolation from the class. 

Having rejected a proletarian 
political base outside the party 
and the existence of factions 
within It, Trotsky effectively 
reduced his position lo one of 
complete sterility: a 

consequence that was evidently 
plainer to him In 1939 than 
during the period of his 
bureaucratic reformism 
though never quite conceded: 

'It b tree that the Habksrlk 
party forbade factions at the 
Teeth Party Congress ia March 
1121.One can argue whether 
or not this was correct. The 
subsequent coarse of 
development has la aay case 
proved that this prohibition 
served as one of the starting 
points of the party's 
degeeeratioe_Thas was formed 
the totalitarian regime which 
killed Bolshevism.* 

The economic and social 
background to the often 
obscure debates within the 
party reveals the real extent 
of Trotsky's theoretical and 
practical reinforcement of the 
social tendencies of the 
emerging Stalinist totalitarian 
bureaucracy. In 1922 the wages 
of the Russian worker were no 
more than half those of 1913. 
The Bolshevik managers of 

industry, Implementing the 
principle of autocratic 
direction propounded by both 
Lenin and Trotsky himself, 
introduced an olfensive against 
the level of workers' wages 
the following year. The cuts 
Introduced were up to 40\ of 
the desperately low level of 

1922. The policies of the New 
Economic Policy (NEP) were 
simultaneously ensuring that 
the sacrifices endured by the 
proletariat were transfered 
directly to the new strata of 

"NEPmen* or middle men and 
the class of rich, labour 

exploiting peasants - the 
kulaks. Huge wage differentials 
between the lower and upper 
strata of the proletariat, and 
particularly between all strata 
of the proletariat and the 
bureaucracy, were enforced. 

In the years 1924-6, workers' 
output rose by some 50\ while 
wages Increased by only 15\. 


agreements between the ot ■» factional groupings 

secretary of the party group, which have been formed 
the factory director and the around the views of the 
chairman of the factory Opposition." 


of all factional groupings "There ere no programmatic 

which have been formed differences between us and the 

around the views of the party." 

Opposition." It denied that "our state has 

The grovelling endorsement of aver ceased to be a workers' 


committee." The grovelling endorsement of ever ceased to be a workers' 

This precipitous attack upon Stalinist party organ-lsatlon atate" and asserted, 
living standards and workplace Gld not end there. For good "We still malntaln...that our 
democracy produced a spate of measure the statement added, part 7 has been and Is the 
Industrial unrest during the *** P‘®dg" ourselves to reader embodiment of the proletarian 
winter of 1922/3. culminating * w 7 poeelble assistance to aanguard, and that tha Soviet 
in a serins oi massive strikes ‘h* P art T >■ the liquidation of state is the embodiment of the 
in the industrial centres of fectloeal struggle and to proletarian dictatorship." 

Moscow and Pntrnurad in combat aew breaches of Even after Trotsky's exile to 


Moscow and Petrograd In the 008,6,1 
summer of 1923. Rumours of a dlacipliee.' 
general strike later In the year The distance 


has of Even after Trotsky's exile to 
Alma Ate at the beginning of 
between 1928 this almost systematic 


developed into the beginnings 'opposition' of this character demoralisation of opposition 


of a political movement ,nd reek a "G file discontent forces persisted. As Serge 

against the direction being w “ b the regime has to be wrote: 

taken by the party regime. c«refully emphasised. Serge "from the depths of hie exile 

Menshevik agitators were wrota of the Stalinist »■ Alma Ata Trotsky affirmed 

denounced by the Central bureaucrats that they were, *9*4 thla system was still osra. 

Committee and the GPU •Outraged by the Opposite «tlll proletarian, still socialist, 

(forerunners of the KGB) were they saw It as treasoe agaiaat •«* though sick; the party 

employed to carry out mast •*»«* ia a aeess it was. tkat was excommunicating, 

arrests. The validity of the the Opposition Itself Imprisoning, aod beglaalag to 

workers' grievnneet mobilised belonged to the raliag ■order as. remaiaed oer party, 
organised groups challenging bureaucracy.' sad we still owed everything 

the Boiihnvik u./t.r.M r. Latar tha * 7 a,r » Trotsky to iti we mast live oaly for It. 
'Workers' Truth'^oro.n* Th ° bl,mad tha "’•‘“e* th «* be had since oaly through It coold we 

larwlv in?ffIL.f P k 7“ mada 00 *‘' ,ually 80 a » a(B P‘ ■•"•■tioe. Me were 

Itself uoiT 22ft , 'h * t0 or " an,M Tha b, pert, 

dl« 7 ,tly * tUd# "‘ '"«•••• bad grown "more patriotism.' 

'Workers' Gro..iV*'u. 7” V** cautious, more sceptical", and It Is Impossible to escape the 

own manifesto P .m! M i, U | *!* he cl,lm ed (anticipating the conviction that, given both the 


own manifesto attacking the 

ssrs-ia 55 era rsrs 

labourer, .bo bad been pi," p,obl,m ’ f* r, » '*" 

member, ,lece 1905. Ib. «,o"J “- 11 —f 1 ”' 

was still in an emergent phase of * Tro ., k „ 

when the GPU moved In aod , , r °, y L. 1 * 

.,,..■.0 Ib. leader,. ArouSd °L *. "'"I! ° 


200 nennia Mi>rt,.Hi.J ,ha Politburo in 1921 had 

leaders^ P were wrl “ aB th,t 11 *« » ba duty "ithln the party. 'self- 

expelled from the party for 01 lhB pnXl t Xo ‘*"°' a BB !) 11 "V tha a PP f °Pf' a ‘ a 

their sympathy with th— •**•*!* . *? 0,,arr ‘ da ,ha,a ,B,, . r “ m • B, of ^logical and 


imprisoning, sad beglaalag to 
merder as. remaiaed oer party, 
aad we still owed everything 
to It: we mast live oaly for It. 
slaco oaly through It could we 
serve the Revolution. Me were 
defeated by party 

patriotism^." 

It it impossible to escape the 
conviction that, given both the 
consistency of his statements 
and the general pattern of 
Trotsky's tactics during this 
period, he genuinely believed, 
at least In the specific 
circumstances of a backward 
Russian economic and social 
formation, that the Stalinist 
leadership was a revolutionary 
embodiment of the workers' 
Interests and that reform from 
within the oartv 'mm. 


Ibelr tympath, ...b ,b.» 0( 

Trotsky though he mad. Mima Wort * r *' Opposition has us U 

protests I. V Z eoma 0,1 Gaagero« 'At 

Centra? (LmmltSi mads ^ lk|l “' fetlahlsiag the wrot 
protest at **7^ THa.77 P r1 * c ‘P , « 01 Gemocrecy. They that, 
themselves aad 77.*° btvt placed workers' raprs 
faSTd to h!7k ST3TTI ?oUa « rt * Bt> the Party. nUde 

industrial action or for what " Party dM not had 


necessary to override these Instrument 


he termed the 'extreme form* t0 dafaad ,ta * UUa * •*.* 

- actually very e to master v dlcUt0frtl P w,t lf **« ,f ,hl1 *• «>. ‘hen hi. later 

form. - of JTm ”rVtk *«*•*"** to position, developed on the eve 

proletarian control that thav with the transitory of tha show trials, that 

demanded. So (.7 (torn * ** 90tkm ' a mere 

Initiating an effective factional ? amocf * c 7* degeneration of what remained 

or oppositional grouping of his T , h * contradiction between In essence a workers' stats. Is 

own. Trotsky consistently and ,,tB t rB,t ( ely ,G a P*" d , ln R 0B aa , t ‘ ra >7 consistent with hi. 
conspicuously failed to align "° rk 7!« ,h moo,,, aad Poetical theory and practice 

himself or support the efforu °Jf arr J ,B * * haf " *b a m | ood bo* b as a leader of the 

of others. In October 1923 a 7. f , , th# . Comm,ttaa Bolshevik party and the leading 

group of prominent party <J,ctatM ** ,B lha conla8, °f oppositionist within It. More 

members formed the Port? S t ,he °bjectlve of the than this, aay other position. 


democracy." 

The contradiction b 
alternately depending 
workers' 'moods' 


srs: *ocial correction. Serge tells 

mitloe has us that. 

daageroes 'At the eed of 1921, Trotsky 
ag the wrote to ee-to the effect 

racy. They that. slace the light 
i workers' represea tad the daager of a 
the Party, nttde towards capitalism, we 

y did set had to support the 'Ceatre' - 
dafeed Its Stella • agaiaat 1C 

If that If this is so. then his later 

re to position, developed on the eve 

transitory of tha show trials, that 
workers' Stalinism representad a mere 
degeneration of what remained 
between In essence a workers' state, is 
Jlng on entirely consistent with his 

' and political theory and practice 


reformist Left Opposition 
advanced eo radical alternative 
to the Stallalst dictatorship 
and the social forces It 
represented. Trotsky's 

opposition was not conceived 
in terms of clasa or even of 
political organisation outside 
the leading ranks of the 
Bolshevik party itself; and 
finally, conceded the 
'criminality' of mere factional 
groupings within the party. In 
a wider perspective therefore, 
It Is both possible and 
necessary to ask whether a 
victory of the Left opposition 
over the Stalinist clique would 
have constituted a Marxist, i.e. 
clasa alternative to the 
continuing evolution of the 
totalitarian bureaucratic 

apparatus. Conventional 

eulogles/apologies for Trotsky 
are built upon the premise 
that while he lacked the 
subjective qualities to 
Implement a socialist 
alternative and that the 
necessary social forces to 
oppose the bureaucracy may 
not hava existed, he fought 
the regime on Marxist 
principles. In the light of the 
arguments developed above, it 
can be seen that the 
conventional wisdom of both 
orthodox and 'unorthodox' 
Trotskyists, Is profoundly 
mistaken. It is a mistake that 
flows, not from some purely 
intellectual misapprehension, 
but fundamentally, from their 
continuing Identification with 
the underlying content of 
Ttotsky’a political theory and 
practice In the construction of 
a socialist society. It ia this 
underlying Ideatificatioa wltk 
the Bolshevik party ia Its 
bureaecractic phase that leads 
them to deny the primacy of 
work an' democracy withia a 
workers' state, the principle of 
socialist pluralism, aad the 
overrtdiag importaace of the 
claas composition of the 
revoiattooary party. 
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After th* rloti on Meadow Tho police are there to fled 
Lane eatate. Neil Klanock «et »ho was lnvolv*d,tb* 

called on the polica to puriue •nalyeta to discover why they 
the "ring leaders" clearly ••»•. the media to Interview 

desperet* to put lufflclnnt them and the SWP like latter- 
distance between himaelf and missionaries to reocue. 

tome ol thoee traditionally remodel and recruit them. It la 
perceived to be Labour’* a genuine cultural Invailon aa 

conatituencyjuit aa eager to the Intention* of all on the 
prove that there I* no loclol crusade I* first to dominate, 

beat* (or Bitch outrageoo* to pacify, then coloniae 'the 

behaviour the right wing prea* natives'. While some of the 
were scouring the area (or any Invaders may be overtly 
ovidence of 'outside hostile. others camouflage 
agitators". None warn found thnlr intentions by appearing 
but the London Evening to understand and be 
Standard floated the idee sympathetic though the 
anyway 
riots 

Ever ready to oblige the appear to listaa, the real point 

gentlemen of the press Class Is to understand the perception projects himaelf to the working right to elect 
Mar, promised to produce the of reality that caused the class as their necessary representatives 
balaclava wearing 'ring 'Inarticulate explosion', the opposite 


FIRST 

AMONG 

EQUALS 


because for them It doeea't of the Proletariat”,** a clean 
■ntter how the revolutionary dictatorship and the traditional 
vanguard comes to power, or understanding: The Dictatorship 
Indeed what bureaucratic of the party a* the pre-ambla 
authoritarian methods are to popular democratic 
employed by them to stay la government, at a result 
power. Mhila The Leninist at exdudtag tha latter at first 
avowed Marxist Leninists, end lku * •mailing tha Dictatorship 
the neo-Trottkylsts of tha SWP of * h « P«rty over tho 

».J ton wtm dlfl.tncn Wf**"* 

Oiiy |m unit Ad Kw A ik mile # a cross loots of ms 

underlying ideology demo- ,h ^ r#t ‘ c#l of f ALL 

astratod by Toey Cliffs . “ 

defence of the autocratic 

legacy 


contemporary groups 
Stalinist recidivists Uke 

Partisan "The revolutionary 


*.cy of the Bolshevik's 

2SA? .TSZSZ tZJTZJlZ'SZSt 

; "Anarchists behind political analysts, the social counter posed to the slogans workers go os strike for? proletariat had dtointeeratwd 10 tka orthodox Trots, Workers 

they claimed hopefully, workers and the activists may of the ruling elite. This type probably more pay, shorter Of coarse to th* vulur Po ” tr * h0 P roclaim **•* "the 

revolutionary activist hours, better conditions, tho materialist It sounds Imnoeeibia wofkara dictatorship will have 

their own to have a dictatorship of the 10 ** tut horltartae and 

j However proletariat without the c * B trallsed~. etc without 
politely ooce th* strike to declared, proletariat Ilka the smile of a • pok,f * *" d ■ Uho,,, • IC *P U ° B 
that their th* strlka committee to Cheskiro cat without tha cat ( Anarchists B P«rt) madlly 

their conference. Eventually effectively, channel the anger Ignorance to absolute, they dismissed the workers find the Itself • h A ..,.r fc „‘ identify through word and deed 

_u. j ___— i-r. ...l .k-i. _...ii.. -_ . . owwe»wr, loeas nave 


leaders' from Meadow Lane at better to dominate them more demonstrating 


the more productively. For the left seek 


the media decided that 
theory 
In m 

satisfactory bet still palatable and positive; and an effective 


to justify their own strike being run entirely by 

In't have legs' and to channel the anger 'against existence. Aa a result of this anonymous union bureaucrats, 

opted for a lets the Tories' Is both necessary process th* subject to either The men in grey suits demand 

repelled, and on the rebound that In return for a meagre 


(led Actios II). 


momentum” 


theory, that if It was not a counter to th* politics behind from th* far left finds succour food parcel. Individuals must 


In the far right or indeed work twelve hour shifts on 
becomes so convinced of kit or picket duty. All 


'political conspiracy "like the the propaganda churned out by 
riot in Trafalgar Square, the media to It not. Only 
against the state then it must superficially because all the her Intrinsic inferiority forfelu donations are controlled by the 
have been a "criminal Invaders, Including them his Independence and culture unioo. Weil justified rumours 
conspiracy* against the police, approach the subject from the and begins to mimic th* values of corruption abound. Some 
stand point of cultural and of the Invader. Eventually he workers claiming that the 
In an article called "Tapping personal superiority devoid of wants to walk like them, dress conduct of the strike to 
into the anger"”. Socialist real empathy. Therefore there like them, live like them,talk contrary to the alms of the 
Worker claimed that the riots Is no dialogue as any genuine like them, totally alienated strike, call for a ballot and 
"were proof of the anger that dialogue can only be had from his class, hit instincts, reinstatement of th* strike 
exists In British society.^. It it between equals. There is no his culture and himself. As a committees, are branded at 

result of the cultural stooges and fifth columnists, 
castration a working clast and cudgelled by swaggering 
betters, while the other side Is recruit becomes a stranger In well fed flunkeys. Thereafter 
own community as much an their families no longer 
those from outside receive food parcels. In all 
respects conditions outside the 
gates are worse than the 
Nonetheless Ilk* the supporters conditions that originally 
of a group called "The provoked the strike Inside. 


vital that socialists seek to communication if only one side 
direct this anger against the listens to be educated by 
Tories and the ruling class 


However not even the Sunday attentive only to those 

Sport who periodically proclaim than allow them to better 
that Elvis It alive was breien manipulate their prey. Because who 'educated' him. 
enough to suggest that the of this approach the plans of 

SWP might possibly have been the SWP for 'the proletariat 1 

behind the riots. Be that at It of North Shields will always 

may "Tapping into the anger" 

Is a most appropriate caption 
to best illustrate their basic 
approach. Of course to 'tap 
Into' can mean to direct; it 
also means 'to exploit', 'make 

use of',"siphon off" etc. as fali them selling 17 Leninist” the SWP are ferthe Totally 

well as being a tacit admission P a P Bf » door 10 door 8«»tlng ■" • ork,n R class. Indeed at the workers who drift back to 

that the organisation is •■cellent reception I) because former explained in Issue 108 work are denounced as scabs; 

separate and distinct from tho ,ha «uthors design their of their paper ”the long term by the bureaucrats. But their 

events themselves, th* area »* r *t B **« according to their Interests of the working class co-workers. the original 

geographically and the culture °* n P«ts°nn«l views of reality are the beginning and end of militant strikers remain silent, 

and instincts of the people n * ver ,aklB « lnt0 • ccour " our politics*. Indeed such is Inevitably the strike collapses, 

who live In it. (except when assessing a their concern for the long with the union Itself now 

potential recruit) the active term Interests of the working utterly discredited. Certainly 

At a response to any inner aspirations of the resident clast In the USSR; the Leninist 


The left are the loyal disciples to the lost cause of party 
dictatorship, Socialists of the previous generation" 


demoralised. 


but 


ho 


city disturbance the people of rioters themselves towards does not hesitate to say that betrayed who? Did the workers 
the area are subject to a two whom their programme to the real interests of the betray the bureaucrats? or was 
tier Invasion. Immediately the ostensibly directed. workers would be better served it the other way round? Did 

dust settles and the para- by being represented by people the end justify the means? Not 

military police withdraw comes They don't feel the need to other than the workers. They In this case for the means 

the second wave; Sun listen because they have have reached this conclusion determined what the end would 
journalists, social analysts, convinced themselves they because It is patently obvious be, the exact opposite to what 
plainclothes detectives, know all the answers. Like the that the workers can't (the workers In eny case) 

photographers, community average politician th* methods distinguish between revolution Intended; and where would 
policemen, and members of the and objectives are the tame that to good for them, and the Leninist stand? Quite 
Socialist Workers Party all 'to win over the people'. So It counter revolution that Is bad absurdly they choose to stand 
have different motives but In to considered sufficient that for them. "Revolution to alon 
a way are after the same the slogans of the rev- progressive. It to the new and 
thing. olutionary vanguard are overthrowing the old. A 


side the bureaucrats 
defend their 

authoritarianism, bemoaning 
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counter revolution to a reversal the fact that they weren't 
of a previous revolution and sufficiently authoritarian! In 
Its results are a turning back the tame way they expressed 
to tha past, back to private their contempt for the tactical 
property, back to Capitalist blundering ineptnesi of the 
social relations... So what was state emergency committee 
ours It now theirs, there is 
nothing left to defend. Prior to 


who led the coup on August 
18tb. In condemning the 
August 22nd, though the Soviet opportunism of the SWP for 
State might have been 

authoritarian and ablt 

bureaucratic It was the duty 
of all Revolutionary Comm¬ 
unists to defend it". 


To fully clarify their position 
they drew up an extraordinary 
analogy (quoted In full) "What 
would we do If in the midst of 
a long drawn out strike the 
bureaucrats began using 
authoritarian measures to 
maintain the strike, continued 
to live a privileged lifestyle 
and tome of them began 
taking bribes from the bosses? 
Would we abandon the strike? 

No! We would be defend the 
strike against the bosses and 
against Its leaders. What would To 
we do If under t 


lauding Yeltsins ” courageous 
strike cell,” ( who admittedly 
does betray the ambition of a 
youthful Benito Mutaolllnl) 
they then declare "Frankly we 
prefer bureaucratic 

authoritarianism over a 
deformed proletarian state to 
a capitalist bourgeois 
democracyVSo there It is In a 
nutshell...”We prefer "...despite 
the fact that during the 
crisis they made their position 
perfectly clear,those feckless 


Implicitly a ad explicitly on this 
vital question **t with th* 
political philosophy of Mart 
bet remain wistful towards th* 
In 1174 Bagels started writing P k »oaophy of 

a sarins of articles on* of August* Blaaqui which It 
which was th* 'Program of th* replaced. (However though 
Blanqulst Refugees of th* attracted by th* dictatorial 
Commuae,' a review of the B «P*c« they are repelled by 
Blanqulst* pamphlet 'Aux **>• violence and self sacrifice 
Commence*. This article to on* nBBd « d to make themselves as 
of the moat Important • tendency credible and th* 
presentations of political views option of Insurrection viable, 
of Marx and Engels At a consequence, th* mongrel 
particularly If you are like Red tendency they represent is 
Action "vulgar materialists", typified In the main by hot air 
Auguste Blanqul was a and worthless impotence). To 
revolutionary who represented consistent with this theory 
a particular Socialist It follows, that if the 
Communist current and enjoyed revolutionary elite deign to 
mats support In France pre- play midwife and deliver 
lMS.He was known to Marx, popular democracy, conditions 
Indeed some (including the and the weather permitting 
SWP) mistakenly give him they are eatltled indeed 
credit for coining Marx's obliged to revert* the process 
should this, correspond with 
th* 'Revolutionary interest'. 
Naturally It to only the party 
with the 'Revolutionary 
Birthright' that would be 
allowed to determine exactly 
phrase the 'Dictatorship or the « ha * M " ad tha 

proletariat”. In any case he ‘ at, f r * , “ ° tka [•vototloe. 

ssrtm .m £•“ - sxt 

o. th. ,.||>. hi tUcutonhlp. ?*’. 01 

•It U unqu«,tlon,bl« th.t .It.r "!?.*? * !■" »>." 

LTfz srer j ;r„r. 
trsi-nr sz £g= ■ 
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what makes it a revolution as 
This view of Socialism from distinguished from a coup. 

above, of benign dictatorship 'Denial of commuaioa in th* 
had popular currency among all revolntioeary process, 

the Jacobin/Communist secret avotdaeoe of dialog** with th* 
societies that blossomed pre people aader th* pretext of 
The Paris Commune and the organising them, of 
writing of the Communist strengthening revolntioeary 

Manifesto In 1848. In 1874 power, or of enserlag a united 
Engels wrote of Blanqul froat la really a fear of 

himaelf ”Blaaqui to esse n ti all y frandom. It Is a rear or lack 

a political revolutionary, a of faith la th* people. But If 
Sociallat only by sentiment, th* people cannot bo trusted 
sympathising with th* there to no reaeon for 

sufferings of th* people bet he liberation, la this case th* 
haa neither a Socialist theory revelation Is not even carried 
nor definite practical proposals oat for th* people bet 'by'the 
for social remedies, la his people for th* lead 
political activity he was era, a complete aelf 

essentially the 'man of action” negation”!!) 
believing that small, well 

orgaalead minorities attempting from above, particularly the 
a revolutionary'coup de mala' intellectual leadership look at 
at th* right morneet, can the anarchy of Capitalism, its 
carry th* maaa of th* people contradictions and 

with them by a couple of Inconsistencies and genuinely 
iaitial s u cc esses and thus make believe that on an intellectual 
a victorious revolution.” In this level a Socialist Society is 


bastards, working twelve hour ar ** c l # •• well Engels pinpoints preferable to indeed vastly 

shifts down mines In the the meaning of Mars's term superior to what currently 

Ukraine,went and fucking let ,ka "Dictatorship of the exists. They are also happy to 

them down!!!. Proletariat” at against the acknowledge that the working 

Blanqulst dictatorship. 'From class is the sole vehicle for 

th* fact that 


resolve the conflict 
between tha aspirations of the 


conditions, a steady trickle of workers and th* ambitions of 
workers began returning to the revolutionaries to a 
work complaining of hunger dilemma faced by many others 
and bureaucratic methods we before them, before Mart and 
would still defend the strike after Marx. Historically the 


wouldn't we? Well we 


preferred solution has been 


and if at a critical moment something like this. If w* the 
the strike collapsed because of revolutionary elite, cannot 
betrayal from the top and a persuade the masses to follow 


mass return from below, would 

we join the bosses In 

welcoming the end .of 

strike? No we wouldn't, 


even If It made us unpopular despite th* workers. This to 
among workers and bureaucrats why groups like The Leninist 
alike... in the USSR th* strlka cannot distinguish between an 
has bean broken". 

So what do any the 


revolutionary change. However 
every revolution as th* they are not, at they are 
de mein of a small quick to remind you simply 

minority, what sentimental Utopians, blind to 
of Itself Is th* the harsh realities of 

ty of dictatorship after Capitalism or indeed to the 
Its success- The Dictatorship, subsequent fallings, 

pleas* note not of the entire Imperfections, bigotries and 

revolutlooary class, th* shortcomings of the only 

proletariat, but of th* small revolutionary class, as a result 
aumber of thoee who mad* th* of its alienation under the 
system. What they rarely 

acknowledge even to 

themselves, to that they too 
dictatorship of owe person or a are products of th* system and 
few. Oa* caa see that Blaaqal so without a conscious effort 
to a revolntioeary of the and understanding, that their 
own characteristic way of 
living and behaving to even 
authentic revolution and a There could be no clearer not* distorted than that of 

coup (witness their support for distinction between Marx's 

regime In Afghanistan), concept of the "Dictatorship (Continued On pagp 7^ 


us and make revolution, why 
we still have the revolution 
the for the workers, but without 
the workers, If necessary aven 






TAKING THE PEACE 

Sol too Ion* ado the latest state-sponsored, anti-IRA, circus 
rolled into town; the Hnlfait to London 'Peace Train'. As 
the* stepped onto the platform of Huston station at 7.30 am, 
this rag-tag hunch of Anti-Republican sealots were mat not 
by the applause of their espected reception committee of 
dignitary's but by the sound of Red Action members and 
various other groups declaring "no peace, without Justice”! As 
plod panicked to get between the two opposing groups, the 
'Peace Trainers' screeched hysterically, "Fasclsts"(!?l) at the 
protesters, who In turn met this with a chant of "Hoods, 
hoods, hoods,"!!!a reference to the participation in the train 
Journey of members of 'Families against Intimidation and 
Terror' led by Nancy Cracey. 

Nancy Gracey Is a supporter of the Anti-Republican, Workers 
Party. She formed FAIT after the knee-capping of her son by 
the IRA for antl-soclal behaviour. Despite the fact that her 
son accepted his punishment and refused to endorse the 
campaign, this didn't stop Gracey appearing at every 
opportunity on the TV and papers calling upon people to 
reject the 'gangsters' of the lit A. Interesting? Well, so is the 
fact that FAIT Is run from the Workers Party HO, and one of 
It's loading members, Henry Robinson, was convicted of knee¬ 
capping a man while active In the Official IRA. which Is. 
yep, you guessed, it, the paramilitary wing of the Workers 
Party! 

Is there more? Yep!, thore certainly Is. Who else was on the 
train? None other than the Workers Party leader 
hlmsolf.Pronsias de Rossa. De Rossa went visibly pale while 
delivering his speech, as protestors chanted the name of 
"Seamus Costello", the leader of the Irish Republican Socialist 
Party murdered in 1977 by, yep, you guessed right again, the 
Official IRA! Despite claims by the workers Party that the 
Official IRA no longer eslsts, anybody from the Republican 
community.especialiy those who have suffered from it's 
violence and Intimidation will tell you that this is bullshit. 

What else do the FAIT and the Peace Train Organisation have 
In common other than the fact that they refuse to condemn 
British violence in the Irish war you may ask? Well, both 
have received grants from the British government of E4.500 
and £8,300 respectively. 

We could go on, but to put the whole affair In contest; wo 

later found out that an aunt of a Rod Action supporter had 

been on the train. Why was this? Did she hate the IRA. etc. 

etc.? Not parlcularly, It was the only way, she told him, that 

she could get from Ireland to Britain and back for Just £201! 
Yeah, the song we sang to the organisers as they boarded 
their bus to Westminster summed It up„ M . "Go home you 
bums, go home you bums"!!l 



CORRECTION I 


In a report of a clash betwe¬ 
en British Movement heavies, 
and some Red Action person¬ 
nel! entitled 'The Rendevous* 
I issue 60), we stated thut 
"one of four of their number 
required medical treatment". 
Huppilv this wus u typing 
error, It should have said 
"one In four".Some were 
treated on the scene by 
ambulance personnel, who 
later departed with others 
requiring more extensive 
treatment. 


COR RECTION 2 


Nancy Cracey, Anti-IRA, 
Government funded, 
'Voice of Reason’. 


On Friday26th July. Republic¬ 
an Socialist Prisoners Aid 
organised a commemorative 
H-Block, H-strike social 
In Hammersmith In aid of 
Irish POW's. We stated 
the event raised £660, in 
tact It raised 1060. 


TontinueTfronT 
front page 

Naitbar tha BNP aor the NF 
have attempted a regular Mia 
la aorth London tlaca 1IU 
whan they vara raa oat of 
laliagtoa by lad Actloa. Slaca 
tbaa wary toe-bold faahtoood 
by thorn la North Loadoa haa 
booa promptly (boom would My 
rathloMiy) stamped oe. This Is 
became Rod Ac boo has lea rat 
from Its owa experience that 
the graatar tha freedom the 
fascists sra allowed, the 
greater their larioeoce the 
worm their sabaeqoeat 
behaviour. 

Deeylag the fascists the 
opport salty to orgaatoe 
politically does sot mean 
uafortoaately that racism or 
race attacks cease. Would that 
It wars that simpls. However 
If they are aot visible. If they 


are aot oe head to orgaalM 

sad oocoarsgo racist or 

rsacttooary elements. their 

ability to capitalise politically, 
to cash la oa potaabally 
lucrative sitsatloas la 

eitlagalebed. la affect their 
liceace to exist politically la 
tbo area has boas revoked. 
The 'by lee' would be 

Implemaetad physically If 

oeceaaary. What baa been 

Implemented la North London 
seeds to be applied nv la 
bit loadoa. However oar Job 
Is aot simply to crash tha tNP 
politically la Tower Hamlets or 
Bermoodsoy. Tha real ch a l lenge 
is to replace them there. It Is 
aot Jmt a a battle for tbo 
streets. It Is s battle for tbo 
hearts sod minds of the people 
who live la those streets. At 
this moment we are la ooatrol 
of our owa dastlay. Bat It 
mmt bo rocogalsod that If wa 
tabs thorn oo sow. If wo eaa't 
boat thorn sow whoa they are 


‘GOODIES' 
SEIZE BAILIFFS! 

*• he .«u Poll Tea payers will 
V ■» do ** have to foot the Mil 

■opporters together with other for this waatoo act of crimiaul 
members of tbo local aatJ-peU damage, 
las naloa la Hatfield last — 

summer succeeded la FTOtoMefs followed la bet 
‘■t.rwp.M, • pair of poll ta. 2“ "J" - l*?** 
bailiffs polag about their «*• baU * fr r « 

frties. sad escorted them out "* ,0 , p#tro1 

of lows. Oa that occasioa. tha ?* ,r ** ** ^ *•** *■ c * m 
Mppeared for almost r *** rBa< * fbe dlda't) when 
12: ooo of our vehicles passed a 

they recently Noo iooaslt II, raglstratloo 
to call apea as BLN (sea lop of 

iaaocoot noe-payer who dlaliod ,lor T* perked op la a 
for as for oaolstaoce. * tt *R ,c,oa * A tip for 

Immediate arraagoamata war* Ihlaklag of settiag ap 

made aad a somber of M * MUfr ’ «*"•’* hire 
d their vehicles ? *hicle* with coasocetlvo 
a the area. The ««totretloe numbers. leslde 


bailiffs 


Ferrer aad Co. from 

Backs was spotted la a Mae * 

Reaaelt II roglatretloa somber moustache. topped off by a 
GHI BLN (the sfgaificaaca of '••*> cap aad a Foster 

thle will emerge later). As ha Brothers saorak. This was 

attempted to eater tha opes proNbly ■ caaalag dlagmlsa. aad 
garage of soother aoo-poyer la 1 hope for his wife's Mke that 
tha Mme road, the hoeaeholder •« was. After a quick 
and slammed the calcetattoe of the odds against 
la bis face. Tha apottlag aeother blae losaalt 
Individual with a 1* with an 
broken face aad his bom rag-lstratkm 
spread over most of it, wi *h poll Us collection, end 
explained that ha was recaatly deckling that all things 
retired from a box lag career considered It wasn't very 
- to all appearances a highly Uk«|y. this seedy Individual 
then was accosted la his vehicle 


calls la 


to make farther aad insulted about his 
his capacity as a appearance aad his occapatioa. 
counsellor. He Ha dueled everything aatll It 
confessed that. "I don't like poi.ted out that tha 

tha removal part". It was document la his lap had 
'* **"* ’■•T'ror and Farrar Bailiffs" 
*2!* *° • #U lo ftad printed oo IL He thee claimed 

eootltor Job. Harassment aad that be hod ooly takes tha Job 
kamillatioa mow at lag. bo tried bacooM hla wifa wouldn't have 
making a raa for It la tha car. him beagiaf 

Ha was permed aad eventually which was _ __ 

cornered by throe anti-poll las After koepiog perfectly oooi 
vehicles which hod for two or throe seconds, his 

laadvartMtly parked la sock as mosstecbe began to twitch aod 
way as to block tbo road - bo woond up his eiodow aod 
road being a cel-de-sac. tow! does the rood. Jumping 
to bolleva that his bock Is tha motor, wo 
to tbo process of followed an ho wove about la 
i half got • attempt to low m 

oat to exclaim truculently Realising the game wan ap, be 
that. "It Isn't very fair*, handed for the motorway aad 
Quick as a flash, one of thooo cut of town. Ho was followed 
Prorout replied. "No don't to make sere there was ao 
cars about fair!". Thera was a paaaibUity of his returning by 
brief silence darieg which the • car fall of non 
ooly aoaad to bo hoard was nuking frank aad li 
that of the bailiffs bottle gestoses. Wa all agreed at the 
going. Sensing aa Impending of a bracing day oat that 
disaster, he decked bock la tha the toffs can keep their fox 
car aad accelerated away • ap heating. The lower orders cea 
tha karb aad acroM the derive a similar sskilaratloa 
council’» carefully laadmapad from a Jolly aftoraooe 
garden, dodging the trees as beating. TALLY-HO! 


"DuMin fascist thugs have stepped up their hate campMgn 
in recent months by daubing anti-semetic 
the city. And now a mysterious left-wiit 
'Red Action', has started It's own campaign to 
that of the Nails. The group has plastered the city and 
suburbs with stickers depicting a smashed swastika logo 
and bearing the slogan "Beating the Fascists". Members 
of the Socialist Workers Movement flrtwh SWP) hove denied 
that they are behind 'Red Action'...One source said... 
"Our information is that the campaign l» basically run 
by a small group of skinhead*, probably only about twenty 
of them.. ."He added that 'Red Action' are thought to 
be based on the North side of the city." 

From the top-selling Irish newspaper, 'Sunday World'. 




During the trial of Winston 
Si Icon for the murder of 
RC Keith Blakeliu k the 
then Polite Commissioner 
Sir Kenneth Newman insisted 
that "Anarchists and 
Trotsky ties” had 
the riot, 

Howwv ar the only 
of a • 'mspirat v to plan 
or set up the riot ironically 
enough left the finger point¬ 
ing Usutly at the police 
themselves, rather than 
the residents of Broadwater 
Farm. 

During the trial It was dis¬ 
closed thut over 400 police 
officers, eight roaches in 
full riot geur were in position 
in W.md Green two hours 
before the killing of Cynthia 
J arret by police, which 
predictably provoked protests 
on the estate. 

In an interview in the Guard¬ 
ian on Nov 28th Mary Stlcott 


that she drove 
home that night to find 

the notice in not gear block¬ 
ing the surrounding streets. 
At first they wouldn't let 
her in, hut she insisted 
on walking through the 
chaos to her home. Under 
neath her block she saw 
scores of "big, strong grown¬ 
up white men* turning over 
cars and setting them alight. 
"I have lived on Broadwater 
farm for thirteen years 
and I swear 1 have never 
seen these men before". 

To this day many think 
they were police, and the 
riot did not result from 
residents attacking the police 
but from a plan bv the 
police to attack the estate. 
With Special Branch conspir¬ 
ing to break IRA suspects 
out of Bruton. It makes 
you wonder exactly who 
did kill PC Blakelock doesn't 
IF? 


R.A. merchandise 
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The arch bigot Bill Galbrath who boasted that Cheltenham 
would stand a black as a Tory candidate over his dead body 
has died. 

NIGHT THOUGTS 

"Every British male, at some lime or another, goes to 
his last football match. It may very well be his first footh- 
oll match. At my last football match, I noticed that the 
fans all had the complexion and body-scent of a cheese 
and onion crisp, and the eyes of pitbulls. But what I felt 
most conclusively, above and below on every side, was 
ugliness and a love of ugliness. Ibis was In the stands, 
and at QPR. One day In 1983, Buford found himself in 
The Shed, at Chelsea, wedged Into the solid mess of swear¬ 
ing. sweating, retching, belching sub-humanity." 

Martin Ami*, ciC iht* 'Indtpt'ndent on Sunday', revifting 
the Bill Buford bunk. 'Among the Thugs', provides us with 
a poignant reminder, that If the fascists plnv the rate 
card os a tactic., class antagonisms are the actual basis 
for their existence. 
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relatively small thea la all 

probability wa are aot going to 
boat them! Wa have a Job to 
do boro today. Lot's show the 
rest of Bar ope that there Is 




Lot's aot to 10" 

Though on ths day s 
confrontation with supporters 
of ths far right failed to 
matsrlallM, there wss 
lamentably s number of 
provocations from supporters 
on ths far loft; Ironically 
those vary groups that do 
nothing on ths Issue of anti¬ 
fascism and have never 
previously supported ih Anti- 
Fascist Action moSITisatlon. 
Ths Socialist Workers Party 
who had Insinuated on local 
radio, that they were ths 
march organiMrs, demanded a 
spssksr at the pro-march 
rally. When It was polntod out 
to them that they hod not 
even sponsored the event, their 


chief steward petulantly tried 
to disrupt the proceedings by 
heckling the Red Action 
speaker "Lets hear wbst shit 
she's going to com# out with!" 
They were removed by 
stewards. 

Over the last ten years the 
failure of members of this 
orgsnlMtlon to see any fascists 
would be properly regarded as 
a political disability. Just 
lately It seems to have 
manifested ItMlI as a physical 
disability as wall, with the 
BNP "cutting Ioom" on their 
meetings and paper Mies st 
will, the combination seems to 
have left them particularly 
vulnerable. Content for years 
to step around ths issue and 
allow the Black sod Asian 
communities to silently suffer 
the brunt of the attacks, they 
now appear capable of 
responding only slightly more 
when 


energetically 


they 


themselves are targeted. 

The Class War contingent 
hardly distinguished themselves 
by their near hysterical 
response to a non-existent 
threat, a lone pensioner 
heckling from the 6th floor of 
a tower block! Only the swift 
Intervention of AFA stewards 
who aligned themselves 
between the Class War 
contingent and the police but 
fvclng the Territorial Support 
group prevented arrests and 
the denigration of the 
demonstration into an 
undignified scuffle. 

. ‘fa Revolutionary 
1 "mmunixt Party who insist 
• hat fighting fa»< ists is 
^absurd", collected money 
"for the demonstration" 
rnroute.Nqt incidentally, 
*he demonetration they 
were on, but another organic- 
*d bv themselves to be 
held two weeks later in 


wntrm London. 

Ister they saw fit to disrupt 
tha rally In Itchy park by 
attacking some AFA stewards. 
Despite these distractions the 
march was a tremendous 
achievement lor AFA which 
once again demonstrated a 
convicUon.flair and versatility 
unique on the left, remarkably 
too, glvan tha potential for 
trouble, there were only five 
-arrests, three marchers and a 
couple from the oppoaitlon, or 
In the immortal words of Chief 
Constable Crooks "three of 
yours and, two of ours!" 


AFA has produced a booklet 
introducing potential members 
to the organisation, and 
haa now also produced the 
first issue of 'Fighting Talk'. 
AFA's new magailne. Both 
ore available from: AFA 
BM 1734 London 
3XX, both priced £1.00. 






